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c HAP. I. 


Here is no Man that ever un- 
derſtood the Intereſt of Man- 
kind, of Families, Cities, 
Kingdoms, Churches, and of 

eſus Chriſt, the King and Saviour, but 

e muſt needs know that the right In- 

ruction, Education, and SanQification 

df Touth, is of unſpeakable Conſequence 

o them all ; and therefore I am urged * 

a my Mind, by the, ercathels of the Cate, , 

2 0 


' *Godly Youth are to themſelves and others. 


ee ee 
to add yet this Epiſtle to the younger 
Sort; which ſhall contain, I. The great 
Importance of the Caſe of Louth. 
H. How it ſtands with them in Matter 
of Fact. III. What are the Cauſes of 
their Sin and dangerous Degeneracy. 
IV. How great a Bleſſing Wiſe and 


na 


V. How preat a Plague and Calamity tbe 
Ungodly are. VI. What great Reaſon 3 
Ungodly Senſual Youth have preſently © 
to Repent and Turn to God. VII. Di- 

- reftions to them how to do itz 
VIII. And ſome Directions to Parents a- 


bout their Education. And all muſt be 2 
with the Brevity of an Epiſtle. s 


CHAT. i 


To begin betimes to Live to God i: 
e . unſpeakable Importance to youWo Hi 
. ſelves. $1 
OR, 1. You were betimes ſolemnly 
Dedicated to God, as your God 
your Father, your Saviour, and your San®?- In 
Qtifier, by your Baptiſmal Vow ; — 8 
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E 
hat was a gteat Mercy, it obliged you 
o great Duty: You were capable in Ir.- 


inger 
great 
outh. 


latter Wancy of that Holy Dedication and Re- 
ſes of ation; and your Parents were preſently 
eracy. dbliged as to Dedicate you to God, ſo to 


ducate you for God: And as ſoon as: 


| and 1 
ou are capable of Performance the 


ty the Pow is upon your ſelves to do it. If 
> eaſon our Childhood is not preſently obliged 
ſently $2 Hol ineſs, according to your Natural 
I. Di. Tapacity, no doubt your Vow and 


o it. Paptiſm ſhould have been alſo de- 
-nts a MVed. a 3 
muſt be 2. All your Time and Life is given 
ou by God for one End and Uſe, and 
Ul is little enough; and will you alienate 
he very beginning, and be Rebels ſo 
oon? | 
3. The youngeſt have not Aſſurance of ; 
ite for a Day, or an Hour. Thouſands. * Þ 
20 out of the World in Youth. Alas, the « 
leth of Young Men is corruptible, liable 
o Hundreds of Diſeaſes, as well as the 
Id. How ,quickly may a Vein break, 
and Cold ſeize on your Head and Lungs, 
and turn to an uncurable Conſumption? - 
ur God How quickly may a Fever, a Fleuriſie, 
an Impoſtume, or one of a Thouſand 
Accident turn your Bodies to Corrup-- 
| dent A © that I knew how to make 
"i A 3.198 08 
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Guilt of any unpardoned Sin! An un- 


Nature Young Men may live longer than 
the Old, yer Nature bath ſo many Di- 


out. To tell you that you are not certain | 


Order, and all the Blood and Humours 


e C6] "0 
you ſenfible how dreadful a Thing it is 
to die in an unholy State, and in the 


nee 
e ki 


ſanQtified Soul, that hath lived here but 
to the Fleſh and the World, will be butY 
Fewel for the Fire of Hell, and the 
wrathful Juſtice of the moſt Holy God. 
And though in the Courſe of undiſturb'd | 


ſturbances and Croſſes, that our Lives are | 
Rill like a Candle in a broken Lanthorn, 
which a blaſt of Wind may ſoon blow! 


in an unſanctified State, to be One Day 
or Hour more out of Hell, I expect will 
not move you ſo much as the Weight of 
the Caſe deſerveth, becauſe meer Poſſibi. 
liiy of the greateſt Hurt doth not affect 
Men when they think there is 20 Pro. 
bability of it. You have long been well, | 
and long you hope to be ſo: But did you oer. 
think how many Hundred Veins,” Arte- Pour 
ries, Nerves, muſt be kept conftantly in | 


in due Temper; and how the ſtopping 
of One Vein, or Diſtemper of the Blood, 
may quickly end you, it would rather 
teach you to admire the mercigul Provi- 
dence 


"8 1 
g it is Hence of God that ſuch a Body ſhould- 
in the x kept alive One Year. 
n un- 4. Bur were you ſure to live to Ma- 
re but Writy of Age, alas, how quickly will ir 
be but me? What haſte makes Time? How 
1d the Wit do Days and Years roul on? Had I 
God. one no Service for God, that I could 
ſturbd Wow look back upon, I ſhould ſeem as if 
r than Whad not lived. A Thouſand Years, and 
ny Di. ne Hour, are all one (that is, nothing) 
ves are hen they are paſt. And every Year, 
athorn, Pay and Hour of your Lives hath its 
| blow MWroper Work: And how will you anſwer 
certain Wer it? Every Day offereth you more and 
i= Day ore Mercies, and will you deſpiſe and loſe 
A will em? If you were Heirs to Land, or had 
ight of Wn Annuity which amounted but to an 
Poſſbi- lundred Pounds a Year, and you were 
t affect Nrery Day to receive a proportionable 
% Pro-. art of it, or loſe it, would you loſe 
n well, . through Neglect, and ſay, I will begin 
lid you o receive it when I am old > Poor La- 


Arte- Wourers will work hard all the Day, 
ntly in hat at Night they may have their Wa- 
1mours Wes: And will you contemptuouſly loſe 


opping our every Day's Mercies, your Safe. 
Blood, /, your Communion with God, your 
rather Maily Bleſſings and his Grace, which 
Provi- u ſhoyld daily beg, and may daily re- 
dence Neeive? * R | 
A 4 5. Ei- 


Oh how will it grieve you to think of 
the 


and neglect ſo Merciful a Saviour, and 


trample upon Infinite Divine Love, for 
the Love of ſo baſe a fleſhly Pleaſure. | 


That ever you ſhould be ſo bad, as to find 


more Pleaſure in ſinning, than in living 


unto God. 

6. And be it known to you, if God in 
Mercy convert and ſave you, yet the 
bitter Fruit of your youthtul Folly may 
follow you in this World to the Grave. 
It you waſte your Eſtate in Youth, you 

may 


hs 


e eee 

5. Either you will repent and live to 
God, or not; if not, you are undone for 
ever. Oh how much leſs miſerable is a 
Dog, or a Toad, than ſuch a Sinner! But 
if God will ſhew you ſo great Mercy, 


recious Time of Youth which you 
madly caſt away in Sin! Then you will 7 
think, O what Knowledge, what Holi- 
neſs migbt I then have got! What a 
comfortable Life might 1 have lived! 
O what Days and Years of Mercy did! 
caſt away for nothing! Yea, when God 
hath given you the Pardon of your Sin, 
the Taſte of his Love, and the Hopes of 
Heaven, it will wound your Hearts to 
think that you ſhould ſb long, ſo unthank. 
fully, ſo heinouſly offend ſo- Good a God, 


e to may be poor at Age: If by Drinking; © | 
: for } Gluttony, Idleneſs, or filthy "Luſt, you 
IS 14 contract any uncurable Diſeaſes in Youth, 
W Repentance may not cure them till Death. 
All this might eafily have been pre- 
WM vented if you had but had foreſeeing Wit 
dom. | | | 
1 7. And if ever you-think to be Men of 
any great Wiſdom and Uſefulneſs in the 
World, to your ſelves or others, your 
" JM Preparations muſt be made in Youth. 
Great Wiſdom is not got in a little 
A Time. | | 
8. And O what a dreadful Danger is 
it leſt your youthful Sin become reme- 
dileſs, and Cuſtom harden you, and De- 
ceivers blind you, and God forfake you 
For your wiltul Reſiſtance of his Grace! 
God may convert old hardened Sinners: 
Bur how ordinarily do we find that Age 
doth but anſwer the Preparations of 
Youth,” and the Veſſel ever after ſavour- 
eth of the Liquor which firſt throughly 
tainted it: And Men are but ſuch as they 
learned to be and do at firſt, If you will 
be perfid ious Breakers of your Baptiſmal 
Vows, ir's juſt with God to leave you 
to your ſelves, to a deluded Underſtand 
ing, to think Evil Good, and Good Evil, 
„ 1 to 
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x 535 
to a ſeared Conſcience, and a hardened 
Heart, and as paſt feeling, to work Un- 


cleanneſs with Greedineſs, Eph. 3. 18. 


and to fight againſt Grace and your own 
Salvation till Death and Hell convince 
you of your Madneſs. O ſport not with 


the Juſtice of a Sin-hating God! Play not 
with Sin, and with the unquenchable # 
Forſaking God is the Way to 
be forſaken of him. And what is a forſa- ' 


Fire! 


ken Soul but a miſerable Slave of Satan? 


9. Yea, did you but know of what 
Moment it is to prevent all the heinous | 
Sins that elſe you will commit, you 
would make haſte to repent, though | 


you were ſure to be forgiven. Forgive- 
nels maketh not Sin to be no Sin, or to 


be no Evil, no Shame, no Grief, to the 
Soul,that hath committed it. You will | 
O that I had never known | 
it! To look back on ſuch an ill-fpent | 


cry out, 


Life, will be no pleaſant Thought, Re- 
pentance, though a healing Work, is 


bitter : Make not Work for it if you love | 


your Peace. Ns 
10. And is it a ſmall thing to you 
that you are all this while doing hurt to 


others? And drawing them to Sin, and 
Plunging them into that dangerous Guilt, 


which 


p begin berimes a holy Life; 


which ca no Way be pardoned but by 


the Blood of Chriſt upon true Conver- 
ſion? And when they have joined with 
you in Luſt and fleſhly Pleaſure, it is not 


in your Power to turn them, that they 


may join with you in ſound Repentance; 
and if not they muſt lye in Hell for 


Jever: And can you make a Sport of your 
own and other Mens Damnation? But 
his leadeth- me to the Second Point. 
I have ſhewed you of what vaſt 
Concernment it is to your ſelves to 


I will next 
ſhew you of what Concernment it is to 
others. | . N 


* 


CHAP. II. 


| Of what Public Concernment the Qua- 


lity of Youth is. 


d 1. 

of far greater Worth than of 
any ſingle Perſon; and he hath off 
Humanity who doth not more earneftly 
deſire it. If this World conſiſted but of 


HE Welfare of the World is 


one Generation, then to make that Ge- 


: 7 _ 
neration . 
of, . 0 
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| 3 
neration Wiſe and Good would be enough 
to make it a happy World: But it is not 
ſo. In Heaven, and in the future glori- 
ous Kingdom, there is neither Marry ing, 
nor giving in Marriage, but they are as 
the Angels, in a fixed everlaſting State; 
and one continued Generation maketh up } 
the New Feruſalem: Being once holy 
and happy they are ſo for ever: But 
here it is not ſo. One Generation cometh, 
and another goeth: If the Father be as 
Wiſe as Solomon, the Son may be as Fool- 
iſh as Rehoboam: O what a great Work 
it is to make a Man truly Wiſe and Good! 
How many Years Study doth it uſually 
require? What Wiſdom and Diligence in 
Teachers? What Teachableneſs and Di- 
* Tigence in Learners; and eſpecially the 
Grace of God! And when all is done, the 
Man quickly. dieth, and obtaineth his 
Ends in. another World : But his Chil- 
dren are born as ignorant, and perhaps 
a2 bad as he was born: He can neither 
leave them his Knowledge, nor his Grace. 
They muſt have all the ſame Teaching, 
and Labour, and Bleſſing, as he had, to 
bring hem to the ſame Attainments : 
The Mercy and Covenant of God taketh 
them into his Church, where they have 
great Adyantages and Helps, and pro- 
3 miſeth 
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on to a Faithful Parent, if he or they do 
ake no Forfeiture of it: But as their 
Nature is the ſame with others, ſo their 
dual Wiſdom muſt come by God's 


tate; MBlefling on the uſe of the ſame Means, 
h up Which are neceſſary to the Children of 
holy Ihe worſt Men. A Chriſtian's Child is 
But Worn with no more Knowledge than a 
neth, Weathen's, and muſt have as much La- 
be as pour and Study,to make him Wiſe. 

Fol- . 2. It is certain then that the Wel- 
Vork fire of this World lyeth on a good Suc- 


eliton of the ſeveral Generations: And 
hat all the Endeavours of One Generati- 
bn with God's greateſt Bleſſing on them 


Di- ill not ſerve tor the Ages following: 
the Mall muſt begin anew, and be done over 
, the gain, or all will be as undone to the 
his ext Age: And it is not the leaſt Bleſ- 
_hil- Wing on the Faithful that their Faith and 
haps MWodlineſs diſpoſeth them to have a Care 
ither f Poſterity, and to devote their Chil- 
race. Wren wholly to God, as well as them- 
ing, elves, and to educate them in his Fear. 
to f Nature had not taught Birds and Beaſts 
nts: o feed their Young, as well as to gene- 
keth perate them, their Kind would be ſoon 
ive extinct. O what a Blefſed World were 
pro- it, if the Bleſſings of Men Famous for Wiſ- 


dom * 
— , 

— . 
2 * 


miſeth them more Mercy for their Relari- 1 


thened with the powerfuleſt Chriſtian | 


dom and Godlineſs were entailed on all ; ame 


that ſhould ſpring from them, and if hat 
this were the common Caſe! jon 
6. 3. But the Doleful Miſeries of the Pope 
World have come from the degenerating Why ( 
of good Mens Poſterity. Adam hath his Wy 
Cain, and Noah his Cham, and David his {rov 
Abſalom, Solomon, Hezekiah, Foſiab, rer 
left not their like behind them. The . $ 


preſent State of the Eaſtern Churches is 
a dreadful Inſtance. What Places on 
Farth were more honourable for Faith | 
and Picty than Alexandria, Antioch, Fe- 
ruſalem, Conſtantinople, Ephe ſus, Phila- 
delphia, and the reſt of theſe Great and | 
Noble Countries; and thoſe alſo ſtreng- 


Empire that ever was on Earth? And 
now they are Places of Barbariſm, Ty- 
ranny, ard Fooliſh Mahometaniſm, where 
the Name of Chriſt is made a Scorn, 
and the few Chriſtians that keep up that 
Sacred Profeſſion, by Tyranny kept in fo 


great Ignorance, that, alas, the Vices of Hane 
moſt of them diſhonour their Profeſſion M - 
as much as their Enemies Perſecutions the 
do. | 18 = 

And alas, were it not for the Name ML! 


of a Pompous Chriſtian Church, how 
plain an Inſtance would Rome be of the 
5 ſame 


on all Name Degeneracy ? And ſome Countries 
nd if Nhat received the Bleſſing of Reforma- 
ton have revolted into the Darkneſs of 
f the Mopery. What a Change was in England 
rating My Queen Mary's Reign? And how ma- 
ith his y particular Cities and Towns are 
id his Wrown Ignorant, which in former Times 
FZoſiah, rere Famous for Religion? | 
The S. 4. And on the other Side, when Pie- 
hes is My hath ſucceſſively as a River kept its 
es on W ourſe, what a Bleſſing hath it proved? 
Faith But how rare is that?) And when Chil- 
5, Je- ren have proved better than their Parents, 
Phila- It hath been the beginning of Welfare 
at and o the Places where they lived. How 


ſtreng- Muarvelloully did the Reformation pre- 
1riſtian Wail in Germany in Luthers time, when 
> And od brought out of Popiſh Monaſteries 
1, Ty- Woany Excellent Inſtruments of his Ser- 
where ice? And Princes became, Wiſe and 
Scorn, ious, whoſe Parents had been Blind or 
up that Hmpious? Godlineſs or Wickedneſs, Wel- 
pt in ſo {Ware or Calamity, follow the Changes 


und Quality of Pofterity. | 
zfeflion And Men live ſo ſhort a Time, that 
cutions the Work of -Educating Youth aright is 
Pane half the great Buſineſs of Man's 

> Name Lite, , 

1, how 
& of the 
ſame 
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& 5. Among the Ancient Sages of the 
World, the Greeks and Romans, and much | 
more among the I/rae/ites, the Care of 


Poſteriry, and Publick Welfare, was the 
great Thing which differenced the Vir-W 
tuous and Laudable, from thoſe of a Baſe, 


Selfiſh, Senſual Diſpoſition. He was the | 
Braveſt Citizen of Rome that did moſt i 
love, and beſt ſerve his Country: And he 
was the Saint among the Jews who molt i 


loved Sion, and the Security and Succeſſion WF 


of its holy and peaceable Poſterity. And 


the Chriſtian Faith, and Hope, and Inte- 
reſt, doth lead us herein to a much higher 


Pitch, and to a greater Zeal for Publick | 
Good, in following him that whipt out | 
Prophaners from the Temple; even a| 
Zeal of God's Houſe, which eateth us 
up: It teacheth us by the Croſs moſt | 
effectually to Deny our ſelves, and to 
think nothing too Dear to part with to 
Edifie the Church of God, nor any La- 
bour or Suffering too great for common | 
Good. It treacherh us to pray for the 
Hallowing of God's Name, the Coming of 
bis Kingdom, and the Doing of bis Will on 


' Earth, as it is Done in Heaven, before 


our Daily Bread, and any other Perſonal 
Intereſt of oux own, Therefore the Fang 
ies 


ies C 


dcho 


eſſio 
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kethe Mics of Chriſtians ſhould be as fo many 
much chools, or Churches, to train up a Suc- 
re of eſnon of Perſons meet for the great 
's rhe Communicative Works which God cal- 
> Vir. th all Believers to in their ſeveral Mea- 
Baſe Murs: It is emmently Teachers, but it is 
8 the 1 4% others in their ſeveral Ranks, 
"mot ho mult be the Salt of the Earth, and 
nd he be Lights of the World. And indeed 
\ moſt Ile Spirit of Holineſs .is ſo eminently the 
.efion Ppirit of Love to God and Man, that it 
Ang nclineth every Sanctified Perſon to a Com- 
| Inte. Nnunicative Zeal, to make others Wile, 
nigher ii nd Good, and Happy. 
ublick . . 6, And God in great Mercy hath 
ot out planted yet more deeply and fixedly the 
Natural Love of Parents to their Chil- 


ven 2 VE OL 
aren, that it might be in them a Sprin 
ny of all this Duty; fo that though Fleſhly 
4 Vice may make Men miſtake their Chil- 
71th to rens Good, as moſt ungodly Men do 
ny La. Wtheir own, and think that it conſiſteth in 
mmon Achat which it doth not, yer {till the 
\r the Seneral Deſire of their Childrens Wel- 
ning of are, as well as of their own, is deeply 


% % rooted, and will work for their Wel- 
before fare as ſoon as they well know wherein 
apo it doth conſiſt. And God hath not gi. 
e Fami- n them this Love only for the Good 


lies | of 


S 


Eſpecially that hereby they may be teach- 


3 

of the individual Children, but much more 
for the Commonwealth, and Church, that 
as exerciſed Soldiers make One Army, ſo 
many well Educated Children may make 
up One Peaceable and Holy Society. | 

7. And accordingly it is much to te 
obſerved, that God hath not given Chil-J 
dren a Natural Love and Submilſiveneſs to] 
Parents only for the Perſonal Benefit of 
their Proviſion and other Helps, but 


able and obedient to. thoſe Inſtructions off on 
their Parents, by which they may be. 4 
come Bleſſings in their Generations, and 
may conjundtly make up Wiſe and Holy if 
Societies, Families, Churches, and Com- 
monwealths. For theſe Ends it is that | 
God hath bound you, as to reverence | 
your Maſters, Tutors and Paſtors, ſo eſpe- | 
"cially both to reverence and love your 
Parents, that you may be the more capa- ire 
ble of their neceſſary Inſtruction and Mind 
Advice. s. 

By all this it is moſt evident that the Wha 
great Means of the Welfare of the World {WL hi 
muſt be the Faithful and Holy Endea- Evi 
vours of Parents, and the Willing Teach- ag 
ableneſs and Obedience of Children, that Mere 
they may a the Snares of "OP the 
and the 


I, 
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h more Id fleſhly Luſts, and may betimes 
h, that Net that Wiſdom and Love of Good- 
ny, fo cis, which may make them fit to be 
make fleſſings to the Places where they 


# 


V. Move. 
h to be | : 
1 Chil-| | Fo & 
_ 1 YH 
1ENTt OL RB TE | 
74 but I C H A P. IV. a 
reach- | a ä . 
ions of MHow the Caſe tandeth with our Youth in 
ay be- Matter of Fact. | 
s, and ä | 
| Holy 1. T Hrough the great Mercy of God 
Com- many Families are Sacred Nur- 
is that Neries for Church and Kingdom; and 
1crence Hany Parents have great Comfort in the 
o elpe- Wrace of God appearing in their Chil- 
2 your ren. From their early Childhood many 
2 Capa- Wre of Humble, Obedient Diſpoſitions, 
n and nd have a Love to Knowledge, and a 
ore to the Word of God, and to thoſe 
at the What are Good and Virtuous Perſons. 
World hey have inward Convictions of the 
Endea- Evil of Sin, and a fear of Sinning, and 
Teach: I great diſlike: of wicked Perſons, and a 
n, that Wereat Love and rev@end Obedience to 


' Folly their Parents, and when they grow up 
and they diligently learn in Private, and in 
6. Publick : 


= - = otherwiſe, are lamentably careleſs ® 


<1 203 5 
Publick: They increaſe in their Love 
to the Scriptures, and good Books, and 
to Godly Teachers, and godly Company; 
and God ſaveth them from Temptations, 
and worldly Deceits, and fleſhly Luſts; 

and. they live to God, and are Bleflings | 
to the Land, the Joy of their Friends, 
and exemplary and uſeful to thoſe whom 
they converſe with. | | 

$ 2. But all, even Religious Parents, 
have not the like Bleſſing in their Chil- 
dren. 1. Some of them, though Reli- 


f the Duty which they promiſed to 
perform (at Baptiſm) in the Education of S 
of their Children, and do but ſuperficial-Mall t 
ly and formally inſtruc them, and are Sou 
too faulty as to the Example which they ly r 
ſhould give them, and ſeem to think and 
that God muſt bleſs them, becauſe they hav. 
are theirs, and becauſe they are Baptized, Merea 
while they negleQ their promiſed En- Mligb 
deavours. 2. And ſome Children, when Wlabc 
they grow up, and are bound to reſiſt Prat 
Temprations, and to uſe God's appointed by 1 
Means for their own Good, do wil- ties 
fully reſiſt God's Grace, and run into hav: 
Temptations, and neglect, and wretch- i cial 
edly betray themſclves, and forfeit the I thai 
Mercies which they needed. 


Y ; F 3 


" § 3. In all 


| Wight. 


$91aboured to make all the Knowledge and 


6 4 it 

my Obſervation God hath 
molt bleſſed the Children of thoſe. Pa- 
rents who have. Educated them as fol- 
loweth : 1. Thoſe that have been parti- 
cularly ſenſible what they promiſed for 


them in the Bapriſmat Vow, and made 
Conſcience of performing it. 
that have had more Cate of their Souls 
than of their outward Wealth. 
that have been moſt careful to teach them 
the Pravity of corrupted Nature by Ori- 
Neinal Sin, and to humble them, and teach 
them the Need of a Saviour, and his 
renewing as well as pardoning Grace, 
and to tell them the Work of the Spirit 
of SanQtification, and teach them above 
all to look to the inward State of their 
Souls. 4. Thoſe that have moſt ſeriouſ- 


2. Thoſe 
3. Thoſe 


ly minded them of Death, Judgment, 


; and the Life to come. 5. Thoſe that 
have always ſpoken of God with the 


greateſt Reverence, AﬀeCtion and De- 
6. Thoſe that have moſt wiſely 


Practice of Religion pleaſant unto them, 
by the ſuitableneſs of DoQArines and Du- 
ties to their Capacity. 7. Thoſe that 
have moſt diſgraced Sin to them, eſpe- 


© cially baſe and Heſhly Pleaſures. 8. Thoſe 


that have kept them from the — 
| | 5 


| e 1 
Senſuality, not gratifying their Appel 
tites in Meats and Drink, to bring then 
to an unruly Habit; but uſed them 1 
2 Habit of Temperance, and Neglect 0 
Appetite. 9. Thoſe that have moſt dif 
graced Worldlineſs and Pride to them} 
and uſed them to low Things in Apparel 
and Poſſeſſion, and told them how thi 

Proud are hateful to God, and ſet beforf 
them the Example of a Crucified Chrit 
and opened tò them the Doctrine off 

Mortification and Self- denial, and th 
great Neceſſity of true Humilityj 
10. Thoſe that have been moſt watchful 
to know their Childrens particular Incliſ 

nations and Temptations, and apply an 
, Twerable Remedies, and not carelelly 
leave them to themſelves. II. Thoſ 
that have been moſt careful to keep them 
from ill Company ; eſpecially, (1.) Ol 
wicked Youths, of their own Growth 
and Neighbourhood. (2.) And of tempt: 
ing Women. 12. Thoſe that have molif 
wiſely uſed them to the meeteſt Publicks 
Teachers, and help them to remember 
and underſtand what they hear, eſpecial. 
ly the Fundamental Truths in the Cate. 
chiſm. 13. Thoſe that have moſt wiſely 
engaged them into the Familiarity and 


frequent Converſe of ſome Suitable, 
* | Godly, 


Appel 
then 
M1 0 
ect 0 
ſt dif 
them} 


pparel 


Ow th 


betonf 
Chriſtſ 
ine off 
1d thi 
mility| 


atchfuß 


* Inclis 
Ay ang 


zreleſl i 


Thok 
p them 
(I.) Ol 
zrowth 
tempt: 


e moltf 
Public 


nember 
ſpecial 
e Cate: 
- wiſely 
ity and 
uitable, 


Godly, 
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Godly, Exemplary Companions. 14. Thoſe 


hat have moſt conſcionably ſpent the 
ord's Days in Publick, and in their Fa- 
ilies. 15. Thoſe that have done all 


his, as with reverend Gravity, 10 eſpeci- 


ly with tender, endearing Love to their 
hildren, convincing them that it is all 
one for their own Good; and that do 
ot by imprudent Weakneſſes, Ignorance, 
Mons, or Scandal, fruſtrate their 'own 
ndeavours. 16. Thoſe that uſe not 
heir Children as meer Patients, only to 
ear what their Parents ſay, but ingage 
em to conſtant Endeavours of their own, 
pr their own Good; eſpecially in the 
eading of Scripture, and the moſt 
itable Books, and meditating on them, 
d daily Perſonal Prayer to God. 
7. Laſtly, Thoſe that pray moſt hear- 
ly and believingly for God's Grace, 
d his Bleſſing on their Endeavours, 
* Mens Children are uſually blef- - 
d. 4. But it is no wonder, where ſuch 
eans are neglected, much more when 
arents are ungodly, fleſhly, worldly 
erſons, and perhaps Enemies to a holy 
ife, if the Children of ſuch are igno- 
ant, deluded,, ungodly, and drown'd in 
eſhly Luſts; and, alas, it is the Mul- 
titude 


| L 24] ' 
titude of ſuch, and their ſad Conditions,| 
which is the Occaſion of my writing this 
Epiſtle. | 
1. We ſee, to our Grief, that 
many Children are of a ſtupid and un- 
teachable Diſpoſition, and almoſt uncaf 
pable of InſtruQtion, who yet can af 
quickly learn to talk of common Mat. 
ters as other Perſons, and can as eafilyl 
learn a Trade, or how to do any ordina4 
ry Buſineſs. And though ſome inconſide 
rate Perſons overlook the Caſuality off 
the more immediate Parents Sins, in ſuct 
Judgments on their Children, as if if 
were only Adam's Sin that hurt them 
i have elſewhere proved that this is thei 
great and dangerous Miſtake. As David 
Child died for the Father's Sin, tfie Chi 
.dren of Gluttons, Drunkards, Fornicator 
oft contract ſuch Bodily Diſtempers 2 
greatly tend to ſtupiſie or further viriati 
the Mind. And their Souls may hav 
{ad Additions to the common Human Pr; 
vity. 
2. Accordingly many Children han 
more violent Paſſions, and carnal De fires 
than others, which run them into wic ket 
Ways impetuouſly, as if they were almoſ e t! 
Brutes, that had no Reaſon or Power t 
reſiſt. And all Words and Correct io w 
4 
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ions, | f + 
g wide to them of little force, but they are 

Blocks, that when you have ſaid and 
„ tharfW2* what you can, go away as if they 
4 un! d not heard you. 


uncl 3. And ſome have Croſs and Crooked 
an 2 tures, addicted to that which is Naught; 
1 Mat A the more, by how much the more 
; eaſily” do contradict them: Froward and 
ordinz h ſtinate, as if it were a deſired Victory 
donſide them to overcome their Parents, and 

ape all that would make them Wiſe and 


lity of 

in ſuch od: Dogged, Soure, Proud, Self- willed, 
s if i utterly Diſobedient. | 
them: And too many have ſo great an En- 
is theilt and Averſeneſs to all that is Holy, 
David ritual and Heavenly, that they are 
#> Chilly to hear you talk of it, and you 
icator ade them to learn to Read, to Pray, 


Meditate, or Confider, as you per- 


ers 4 
: vital de a fick Man to the Meat which he 
y hail loath, or a Man to dwell with thoſe 
man Pr t he hateth. They have no Appetite 


uch Things; no Pleaſure in them; 
en you have ſaid all of God, and 
tiſt, and Glory, they believe it not, 
wic kellchey favour it not: They are Things 
re almoſ e their Reach and Love, yea, Things 
o wer inſt their Carnal Minds: You tire 
»rreft ion worſe than if you talk'd in a flrange 
aWgv2ge to them, ſuch Enmity is in the 

i B Heart 


en han 
De fares 
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Heart of corrupted Man to God and Hez 
ven, till the Grace of the great Reconcile 
overcome it by a new Life, and Light, and 
Love. 
5. And when Cuſtom is added to al 
theſe Vicious Diſpoſitions, alas, wh 
Slaves and Drudges of Satan doth i 
make them! For Inſtance, | 

1. Some are ſo corrupted with thy 
Love of Sport, that Gaming or Stags 
Plays, or one ſuch Foolery or anotheſ 
becometh ſo pleaſant to them, that the 
can underſtand or believe nothing that | 
faid againſt it by God or Man; thy 


Diſeaſed Phantaſie hath ſo conquer: 
Reaſon, that they cannot reſtrain them. m 
ſelves; but in their Callings and in RlM*'-"< 
ligious Exerciſes they are weary, au Lem 
long to be at their Sports, and muſt he c 
gone; neither God, nor Holineſs, nor ier, 
Toys of Heaven, are half ſo ſweet to the ing 
Thoughts as theſe are: For they hayſWi"th 
that Mark of Miſery, 2 Tim. 3. 4. I Fire 
are Lovers of Pleaſures more than Lov noi 
of God. Win, 
The ſame I ſay of /infu! Mirib, ans or 
the Company which doth cheriſh it. Heth 
tle do they believe Solomon, Eccleſ. 7, Mepeth 
3, 4. It is better to go to the Houſe Id Eve 


Mourning, than to go to the Houſe «| 
5 Full 


Hes a 5 L 27. J | 
nile tine, for that is the end of all Men, 
it, ant d the Living will lay it 10 his Heart. 
| prrow is better than Laughter, for by 
to Ale Sadneſs of rhe Countenance the Heart 
wh ade better : The Heart of the Wiſe 
oth n the Houſe of Mourning, but the 
cart of Fools is in the Houſe of Mirth. 
th tl 75 better to bear the Rebuke of 
Stag iſe, than for a Man to hear the 
nothe e of Fools: For as the crackling of 
at thei 3 under a Pot, ſo is the Laughter of 
that Wi" 5 
; les true, that Mirth is very deſirable 
nquen Nature: And God is not 2gainſt it, 
1 then much more for it, than Sinners will 
in liere: But it is a rational Mirth whick 
ry, at [zemeth a rational Creature; and ſuch 
muſt he can juſtifie, and as will make him 
„ nor i ter, and tends to Felicity, and ever- 
t to theWiing Mirth; and not the eauſleſs 
ney bath of Mad Men, that ſet their Houſe 
4. I Fire, and then Laugh and Sing over 
an Lov nor like the Mirth of a Drunken 
In, whoſe Shame expoſeth him to 
lirib, r Deriften ; nor any ſuch Mirth as 
\ it, Ieth a Man from God to Sin, and 


-clef. 7. Nepeth him from the Way of Manlike 
Houſe d Everlaſting Joy, and prepareth for the 
» Houſe Nateſt Sorrows, ori 
Feat | 


8 


MN | 
2, There are ſome ſo enſlaved to thei 
Appetites, that their Reaſon hath n 
Power to rule them; but, like Brutes, thi 
muſt needs have what the Belly au 
Throat defireth: And if they be 1h 
Children of the Rich, who have alway 
full and pleaſant Food, conſtant FleſMl 
pleaſing, and true Gluttony, is tak 
for no Sin; and, like Swine, they d 
but live to eat, whereas they ſhoul 
but eat to live, and cheerfully ſeri 
ao - 
But it's never ſo dangerous as when 
turneth to the Love of Drink; then (WM. 
pleaſing of the Throat and the pleafih; 
of the Brain by Mirth going together, 
To much corrupt the Appetite and Fan 
fie, that their Thoughts run after it, a 
Reaſon hath no Power to ſhut tht 
Mouths, nor.keep them from the Ho 
of Sin. Some Sin againſt an accu 
Conſcience, and under their Convidtion 
and Terrors do drink on, which yet thi 
could forbear if they knew there we: 
Poiſon in the Cup. Some are more n 
ſerable, and have ſinned themſelves ii 
ſearedneſs of Conſcience, and paſt fe d; 
ing, and perhaps into Infidelity, and 
blinded Mind, perſwading them th 
| the 


| + hh a 
re is no great Harm or Danger in the 


, and that it is but ſome preciſe Peo- 
that make ſo great a Matter of it; 


es, e ſome that have Purpoſes to forſake 
50 . Sin, when Appetite ſtirs forget it all; 
** d when Company enticeth, and when 


Vſee the Cup they have no Pewer 
torbear. O what a pitiful Sight it is, 
ſee Men in the Flower of Youth and 
ength, when they ſhould moſt rejoice 
od and Holineſs, to be ſtill thirſty 
er a forbidden Pleaſure, and haſting to 
Tavern or Alehouſe, as a Bird to the 
are of. the Fowler, and ſweetly and 
edily ſwallowing the poiſonous Cup 
jich God forbiddeth! And that falſe 
pentance which Conſcience and Expe- 
nce force them to ſometimes, is for- 
ten the next Day, when the Tempta- 
n is renewed : Yea, the Throat- Mad. 


he uy s, and the Merry and Belly Devils, 
1 within them a continual Temptation, 
= 8 ich the miſerable Slaves cannot re- 


. And theſe beaſtly, fleſhly Sins, do 
more "Wally make them weary of their Cal - 
f ps, and of any honeſt Labour : The 

vil hath by this time got Poſſeſſion of 
ir Thoughts by the Biaſs of Delight 
W linful Luſt; and they are thinking 
1 „ of 
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of Meat, or Drink, or Play, or mem 


Company, when they ſhould be diligem . 
ly at Work; and fo Idleneſs becomes ii! 
Nurſery of Temptation, and of all the 
other Vice, as well as a conſtant Sin d r 
Omiſſiop, and loſs of haſty precious Tin . 
And Cuſtom increaſeth the Habits, a 65 
maketh them good for nothing, and l“! 
dead Men to all tliat Liſe is given the, 
for, and only alive to prepare by Sin il” 
endleſs Miſery, _ £208: 3 | 
4. Ard uſually Pride alf takes its PR.” 
to make the Sin of Sodom in them conf m 
pleat, Ezeh. 16. 49. Pride, Fulneſs, of"! 
WWeneſs, They that muit be in th wr 
jovial Company - muſt- not ſeem Dei py 
cable among them, but muſt be in * 
Mode and Faſhion whatever it col . 
leſt the Image of the Devil, and A 
Victory over them, ſhould not be peric 1 
if Pride were left out, how unteaſon = 
ble ſoever. | 5 8 
5. And by this time they have ( uſual : 
here amongſt the Rich and Idle, ) a furt 00 
Step towards Hell to go, and yer a de Pin 
Gulf to fall into; E/ eſbly Luſt next enta Wh 
gleth them in zumodeſt Converſe wi wg 
Women, and thence into filrby Forniq more 


tion, and ſo they go on as an Ox toll 
Slaughter, and a Fool to the Correttion 
pu F 
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he Stocks, and know not that it is for 
heir Lives. Prov. J. 21, 22, 23. Till 


mern 
liligen 


fg bey mourn at laſt (perhaps) when Fe 
t Sin g Body are conſumed, and ſay, How 
18 Tin ve I bated Inſtruction, and my Heart 
les” 2 ſpiſed Reproof, and have not obeyed the. 
"nd Ii of ty Teachers, nor inclined | 
0 the ars lo them that inſtrulled me? 1 use 
Sin | moſt in all Evil, &c. Prov, 5. 12, 13; 


4. And 'tis well for the Wretches if 
is Repentance be true, and in time, 


its Þ at though the Fleſh be deſtroyed, the 


. U 2 ®% a | 4 ... 

mY pirit may be ſaved: For Solomon ſaith, 
eſs, Qi f y , 1 1 

5 rov. 2. 18, 19, Her Houſe inclineth to 

in thi E 
n Del Death, and her Paths to the Dead: None 
> in . £9 unte her return again, neither 


ake they hold of the Paths of Life. God, 


gol A doubt not, recovereth ſome, but the 
berge is dangerous: For though Age and 
NEON dickneſs cure Luſt; uſually before that 


De Conſcience is ſeared and debauched, 
nd they being paſt feeling, work Un. 


( 4 leanneſs with Greedineſs, and forſaking 
* I} od, are ſo forſaken by him, that all other 
$9 f din, Senſuality, and Enmity againſt a 
At - Wooly Life, prevaileth againſt them, 
2 5 * and the unclean Devil lets in many 
Ox toe 


rel lion 
10 


B 4 6. And 


+8 
I 


© flaved ſenſual Vouths, they muſt hayd 


Thorn be got into the Conſcience, it mult 


ed, Tt muſt come up, what Gripes ſoever 


Into Gall and Wormwood; for the end 


„„ 
6. And when all theſe Sins have en 


7. 


Money to maintain them; and if then 
have it not of their own, and be not thi 
Sons of Great Mev, that will maintain 
them in the Service of the Fleſh, theyj 
muſt ſteal to get it, which uſually is 
either by thieviſh borrowing when they 
cannot pay, or by robbing their Parent 
or Maſters. If all the Maffers in Loan 
knew what Thieves their Apprentice 
Vices are, for their own Sakes they wou 
take greater Care to watch over them 
and keep them from ill Company, Drum 
kenneſs and Plays, and would teach then 
to ſeek Pleaſure in good Books, good 
Company, and ſerving God. Wiſdom 
might have prevented this; but if the 


come out, and if the Poiſon be ſwallows 


the Vomit coſt. There is no playing with] 
Hell fire, nor jeſting with the Juſtice ol 
the moſt Holy God. One penitent Re- 
view of fleſhly Luſt, and finful Pleaſure, 
and Falſhood, and Deceit, (though whole 
ſome if true and timely,) will tùrn it all 


of ſinful Mirth is Sorrow. 
7. And 


e e 


Ave a 7. And too many there be that eſcape 


ſt have groſs and diſgraceful Part of the 
if theyſWpreſaid Senſuality and Unrighteouſneſs; 
not the at yet do but chuſe another Idol, and 
naintzu t themſelves wholly to riſe in the 
1, they orld, and Riches, Preferment, and Ho- 
"ally Pur, have almoſt all their Hearts and 
en thej are: That have no Delight in God and 
Parent olineſs; nor doth the State of their 
LondiMouls, or the Thought of their Everlaſt - 
renticalWeg State, affect them in any Meaſure, 
; woullMccording to its unſpeakable Weight, nor 
them i much as theſe Shadows which they 
| DrunMWurſue, And when great Travellers, that 
h then have ſeen much of the World, and Old 
„ goodfflen, and Dying Men, that have had all 
Viſdom hat it can do, are forced by Experience to 
if the all all Vanity and Vexation; unexperi- 
it mull nced Youth, that are taken up with the 
rallow:Wlopes of long Proſperity, and Proviſion 
: ſoever Mor all that the Fleſh deſireth, have other 
ig with boughts of it, and will not know that 
ſtice offWt is deceitful Vanity, till it hath deceiv- 


nt Re- d them of their chiefeſt Hope and Trea- 
eaſure,Wure. And when they have overtaken the 
whole Shadow which they purſue ſo greedily, 
n it all they find it what others have done before 
he end them, the ſweeter the more dangerous, 
and the parting will be the more bitter. 
Whereas had they ſought firſt God's King- 


7. And 1 dom 
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dom and its Righteouſneſs, and Six Day 
laboured in Obedience to God, and re 
ferred all Corporal Bleſſings to Spiritus 
Uſes, and Everlaſting Ends, taking then 
as from God, to ſerve him by them, they 
might have had enough as an Overplus to 
their ſatisfy ing Treaſure. 


CHAP. V. Fat 
How ſad à Caſe it is that I ba le 
| deſcribed. 21 15 


1 Have told you the very lamentabt: 
Caſe of too many Young Men, eſpe: 
cially Rich Mens Sons; 1 told you betor 
of what Concern the State of Youth 1; 


to themſelves and others. From 'thenceyM;".- 
(and alas from fad Experience) it's eaſi gv 
to gather the dolefulneſs of the Caſe on. 
thok that are drowned in fleſhly Luſt, ed; 
and have finned themſelves into the Guilt; 
and Danger which I have deſcribed. Bub 
I will name ſome Parts of the Miſery: | 
more particularly again, | 


77 


— . §. I. Review the Second Chapter, and 

Sofrien ink what a doleful Caſe this is to your: 
146 

11 — J Do you not know that you are not 

plus q caſts but Men? That have Reaſon giv- 


a them to Know, and Love, and Serve 
ir Maker? And how fad is it to fee i 
an forget all this, and wilfully brutifie 
imſelf. Were the Poet's Fictions true 
f Men. turned into Trees, and Birds, and 
eaſts, how ſmall were the Miſery in 
ompariſon of yours? But for a reaſona- 
le Creature to ſubject himſelf to fleſhly 
ppetite, and wilfully degrade his Soul 
o the Rank of Brutes, is worſe than if 
e had been made with the Body, and 


I Har 


N 2 unreaſonableneſs of Brutes. Are 
„ elbe ou capable of no better Things than 
u before. 

'outh i 


Sd. 2, And what an odious Thing is it, 
when God hath choſen you out of the 
Yorld to be Membars of his Viſible 


hurch, and given you the great Privt- 


"thence 
t's eaſie 
Caſe of 


* 5 edge of early Entrance into his Holy 
: 80 ovenant, and waſh'd you in the Laver 
Mil: 5 f Viſible Regeneration, and you are yow- 


0 to Chriſt, renouncing the Luſts of the 
lein, the World, apd the Devil, Thar . 
you, 1 by Follow a Crucified Chriſt in 
the Way of Holineſs to Everlaſting po. 
at 


= 


& 1 


r 


that you ſhould ſo ſoon prove falſe, pe. T 
fid ious Traitors and Rebels againſt him aws 
that is your only Hope, and by Wicked. d! 
neſs and Covenant- breaking make you h⸗ 
Sin greater than that of Infidels, Turks. 
and Heathens, that never were taken in- 8. 
to the Church and Covenant of Chriſt, har 
nor ever broke the Vows which you have f y 
broken, nor ſo caſt away the Mercie s, 
which you had received. | ade 
F. 3. And what a doleful Caſe is it oo 
that ſo much of your Minds, and Love em 
and Delight, which were all made fol: 
God, ſhould be fo miſ- employed, even ii lot 
your Strength, when they ſhould be moi bi 
igorous, and all worſe than caſt awaſſ Fare 
on Filth and Folly? If your Souls bhp a 
more worth than your Money, it is mor be 1 
Folly and Loſs to miſ-employ and abuſkMWod!l 
80 Souls, your Reaſon, Love, and you Hea 
elight, than to abuſe or caſt away youtMhei1 
Money. And what a Traitor or MurWion, 
derer deſerveth, that would give his MoWott 
ney to hire one to kill the King, or hifMWuſt 
Neighbour, I ſuppoſe you know; and 6. 
what deſerveth he that will uſe not onlyWhat 
his Money, but himſelf, his Soul, hifMoſt, 
Thoughts, his Love, his Deſire and Plea oft, 
ſure, againſt the moſt Glorious God tha Mi 


made him? That you cannot hurt him ii 
n | nc 


— 


, 
and quickly gone, and the Reckoning L fo. 


and Judge are hard at Hand? Ali the Nero 
Wealth, Wit or Power, in the World Mink 


cannot bring or buy you back one Hour Vo V0 
of all that precious Time which your © 
now ſo baſely caſt away. O how glad our ( 
would you be of a little of it e'er long oul 1 
on the Terms that now you have it oethin 
when you lye Dying, and perceive that Drink 
your Souls are unready to appear before Dog 


a Righteous God! Then O for One Vea Kt 
more of precious Time! O that you knew” ? ; 
how to call again the Time which you 10 Al 
caſt away on Sin ! You will then perceive ent f 
with a terrified Conſcience that Time Pays 
Was not ſo little worth as you once leaſu 
thought it, nor given you for ſo baſe nd th 
Work; yea, if God in Mercy bring you! 
| hereatier to true Converſion, O how i take 

will wound your Hearts to think hon "cb 
much of your Youth was ſo madly call”? tl 
n 179 God, your Souls, and ++ 

verlaſting Hopes, were all ne erl. 
„ eee ——_ po ar 

§. 6. And alas, if you ſhould be cuffent t 
oft in that unholy, miſerable Eſtate, nc d are 
Heart on Earth can ſufficiently bewail ey h. 
your, Caſe! How' many Thouſand dialer 
Toung, that-promiſed themſel ves longe als is 
Pleaſure in Sin, and Repentance after it! 
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) fooliſh Sinners! Cannot you fo long 


9 orrow the Uſe of your Reaſon as to 
ile hink ſeriouſly whither you muſt go next? 
Hour o you never think when the Small-Pox, 
Ir 2 Feaver, hath taken away one of 
Net our Companions, whither it is that his 
1155 oul is gone? Have you your Wit for 
4 i othing but to taſte the Sweetneſs of 
005 Drink or Luſt, which is as pleaſant to 
Foie Dog or Swine as to you? O little do 
"Year on know what it is to die! What it is 
f = or a Soul to leave the Body, and enter 
2 to an endleſs World! To come to Judg- 

| 1" ent for all his Sins, and all his ill-ſpent 
Win days and Hours, and for chufing the 


leaſures of a Swine before Heaven, 
nd the Pleaſures of a Saint. Little 
now you what it is for Devils preſently 
d take away to Hell a wretched Soul, 
hich they have long deceived. 1 ten 
u, the Thought of , appearing before 
od, and Chriſt, and Angels, in another 
orld, and entring on an endleſs State, 
ſo dreadful, even to many that have 
dent their Lives in Holy Preparation, 
d are indeed in a fafe Condition, that 
ley have much ado to overcome the 
error of Death. O then in what a 
als is a wicked, unpardoned, * 

8 red 
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red Wretch, when his guilty Soul muſt y to 


be torn from his Body, and dragged in Vit 
Terror to hear its Doom, and fo to theft Co 
dreadful Execution? Sinners! Is this ; & 
light Matter to you? Doth it not concern! k 
you? Are you not here Mortal? Do youll run 
not know what Fleſh is, and what re! 


Grave is? And are not your abuſed Soul; 
Immortal? Are you ſo mad as to forge 
this? Or ſo bad as not to believe it? Wil 
your not believing it make void the Ju 
ſtice and the Law of God, and ſave yo 
from that Hell, which only believin 
could have ſaved you from ? Will not thi 


d. 7. 
7 Pr 
dre d 
to a 
it to 
rards 


$ o 
Fire burn you, or the Sea drown you, ink o 
you can but run into it Drunk or Wine a | 
ing? Is Feeling, remedileſs Feeling, ea run 
er than Believing God in Time? AlaMWBut 
What ſhould your Believing Friends the 8 
to ſave you? They ſee by Faith whith reſt 
you are poſting: They foreſee your Tee fu. 
ror and undone Caſe, and fain, if poll ſuch 

ble, they would prevent it; but thelſhers. 
cannot do it without you, If you vi. 8. 
not conſent and help your ſelves it is ni and 
the holieſt nor wiſeſt Friends in tiat a ( 
World that can help you. They woulatts 


pull you out of the Fire in Fear, and od Bre. 
of the Mouth of the rung Lion, bid can: 
you will not be delivered! They call aq To f 
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muſt y to you, O fear God, and turn to him: 
ed ine there is Hope, and you will not 
to theft Conſcience and Reaſon be awaken: 


this g; but thoſe that go aſleep to Hell 
oncernWill be paſt ſleeping there for ever · 
5 youß run not madly into the Everlaſting 
hat re! | | 


Soul 5. 7. And indeed your ſleepy Security 
forged Preſumption doth make your Caſe 
Wil re dangerous in itſelf, and more piti- 
ne Ju to all that know it. O what a Sight 
ve yollit to ſee a Man go merry and laughing 
LievirgWrards Damnation, and make a Jeſt of 
not this own undoing ? To ſee him at the 
you, ink of Hell, and will not believe it? 
Wine a Mad Man boaſting of his Wit, or 
g, calfDrunken Man of his Sobriety. 
Ala But becauſe I touchd much of this 
nds (the Second Chapter, I will paſs by 
whithaÞ reſt of your own Concerns, and a 
zur Tale further conſider how ſad the Caſe 
if py ſuch wretched Youths is alſo unto 
ut thegers. 


ou willy. 8. And if Parents be Wiſe and God- 
it is ug and underſtand ſuch Childrens Caſe, 
in that a Grief muſt it needs be to their 
* woularts to think that they have Begot 
and old Bred up a Child for Sin and Hell, 
ion, bd cannot make him willing to prevent 
call aq To ſe their Counſel ſet at * 

(l | | eir 


their Teaching loſt, their Tears def 
fed, and an obſtinate Lad ſeem wiſer 1 
himſelf than all his Teachers, even wh 


ers. 1 
7 Mol 
0 Sata 


he is ſwallowing the Devil's Bait, an iy 
cruelly murdering his own Soul. * by 
§. 9. But if they be wicked Parent B 55 
and as bad themſelves, the Miſery is ff "ap 
greater, though they yet feel it not: , 
1. As the Thief on the Croſs taid to.“ J 
Companion, Luke 23. 40, 41. Thou :* 
in the ſame Condemnation, and we ſuf 
juſtly, for we receive the due Reward Fs 
our Deeds. Wicked Parents, and wid“ 
ed Children, are in the ſame Gall of BW” © 
terneſs, and Bond of Iniquity ! They it „ 57 
ned together, and they muſt ſuffer i 1 70 | 
ever together, if true Faith and Conve by g 


ſion do not prevent it. 
2. And it is their Wickedneſs whigh 

was much of the Cauſe of their Childra 
Sin and Miſery; And their own. des 
Guilt will be more to them than the 
Childrens Suffering: God and Conſcien 
will {iy to them e'er long, LO cruel P 
rents | That had no Mercy on your Ch 
dren, or your ſelves! What did Nat 
teach you to love more than your elv 
and your Children? And would you u 
fully and obſtinately be the Ruin of bol 
Tou would not have done as the Mad Idi 
It 
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er, that offered their Children in Hire 
Moloch; and wil! you offer them by, Sin 
p Satan, and to Hell? Had a Serpent ſtung 
hem, or a Bear devoured them, they bad 
one but according to pheir- Nature: But 
as it natural in you to further their 
amnation © This was Work too bloody 
pr a Cannibal, 200 cruel for an Enemy; 
iter for a Devil than a Father or Mo-. 
ber. As your Child had from you his ©. 
iczous Nature, it was your Part 10 
ave endeavoured bis Santtification and 
ecavery : Tow ſhould have taught him be- 
me to know the Corruption of his Na- 
ure, and to ſeek and beg the Grace of 
Priſt; to know his God, bis Duty, the 
wil of Sin, the Danger of Temptations, 
xd his Everlaſting Hopes and Fears: 
ou ſhould have taught him 'to know what 


; defpi 
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1 Wit 
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voy lan bath done againſt himſelf, by di ſobey- 
n dels and departing from bis God, and what 
an th is Chriſt bath done for bis Redemption, 


nd what be himſelf muſt do to be ſaved: 
vu ſhould have taught him early how to live, 
nd how to die, and what to ſeek, and what 
p (hun : Jou ſhould have given him the Ex- 
mple 75 2 Holy and Heavenly Mind and 
you u ife : lou ſhould have watch'd over him for 
of bo Safety, and unweariedly inſtrulled him 
Ibis Salvation: But you led him the 

Way 


onſcien 


cruel Þ 
wr Ch 


Nat 
Ir ſelu 


W, —_ 7 AH d / ligh 
to deſpiſe God's Word, and ſet lig 
9 bei 1 and Holineſs, and Heaven 


10 hate Inſtruction and Reproof, to ſpenll 


the Lord's Day in Idleneſs or World 
Vanity, and to ſeek firſt the World, ani 
the Proſperity of ihe Body, and glut thi 
FHeſh with ſinſul Pleaſure. 

Ae that is once a Slave to Satan and hi 
fleſhly Luft, is ready for Preferment, « 
a Reward, to be a Slave to the Luſt 0 
any other. He that is falſe to his Gol 
and Saviour, after his Baptiſmal Vow 
is unlike to be true to his Country, or hi 
King, if he have but the Bait of a ſtrory 
Temptation: And he that will fell hi 
Soul, his God, and Heaven, for a Whore 
or for to pleaſe his Appetite, it's like wil 


not ſtick to betray Church or State, or hi 
deareſt. Friend, for Provifion to ſatis 


_ theſe Luſts. Can you expect that hi 
ſhould love any Man better than himſelf 
Will he ſuffer much for God or his Coun 
try who will Sell Heaven for nothing 
An Evil Tree bringeth forth Evil Fruit 
If he hath the Heart of an Achan, a Ge 
hazi, an Achitophel, no wonder if he hat 


their Actions and their Reward. If heb 


a Thief, and bear the Bag, no wonder i 
Judas Sell his Maſter. 


CHAT 
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when it is diſcharged; if a Man in Dar: 
ger of Sickneſs, or a condeinning Sen- 
rence of the Judge, be glad when ther ge 
Fear of Death is over; how glad ſhould 
you. be to be ſate from the great Danger 
of Damnation? And till you are ſan. 
Qified by Grace you are far from Safety. 
F. 3. And if a Man's Sickneſs, Pain of 
Diſtraction, be a Calamity, the Cure cf 
which brings Eaſe and Joy, how much 
more Faſe and Joy way it bring to he 
cured from all the grievous Maladies cf 
reigning Sin? Sanctification will cure 
your Minds of Spiritual Blindneſs and 
Madneſs ; that is, of damnable Ignorance, 
Unbelief and Error: It will cure you 
Affections of idolatrous, diſtract ing, cat: 
nal Love; of the Itch of Fleſhly De 
fires or Luſts; of the Feaver of revenge 
ful Paſſions, and malignant Hatred to 
Goodneſs and good Men; and of ſelf 
vexing Envy and Malice againſt others ;; 
of the greedy Worm of Covetoufneſs 
and the drunken Defire of ambitious and 
imperious Minds: It will cure your Wills 
of their fleſhly Servitude and Bias 
and of that mortal Backwardneſs to Got 
and Holy Things, and that ſluggiſn Dul 
neſs and Lothneſs to chuſe and do what 
you are convinced muſt be done: It wil f 


Gat * . 
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ake good Things eaſie and pleaſant to 


Dan · Mou; fo that you will no more think you 


Sem. have need to beg Mirth from the Devil, 
. r ſteal it from Sin, as if God, Grace 
Ou 


| nd Glory, had none for you : Bur it will 
ang: ſo eaſie to you to love and find Plea- 
e fam ute in the Bible and good Books, in 
alot), ood Company and good Diſcourſe, in 
am OWoiritual Meditations and Thoughts, in 
ure cf oly Sermons, Prayers and Church Com- 
muctWunion and Sacraments, even in Chriſt, 
to be God, and the Fore-thoughts of Hea- 
dies eilen, that you will be Orry and aſham'd 
1 cute think that ever you forſook ſuch 
fs and oys for Fleſhly Pleaſure, and defiled 
orar our Souls with filthy and forbidden 
& YOU hings. | 
85 Car 6.4. And certainly you cannot too ſoon 
ly DeWitain the Delights of Faith, and Hope, 
evene Wnd Love of Holy Knowledge and Com- 
tred tMynion with God and Saints: You can- 
of 1cl!Wot too ſoon have the great Bleſſing of 
others Mighteoufneſs, Peace, and Joy in the 
ouſne!s oly Ghoſt, and live Night and Day in 
ous 200Feace of Conſcience, in Aſſurance that 
ur Wills ll your Sins are pardon'd, and that you 
d BialYre the adopted Sons of God, and Heirs 
to Godſf Heaven, ſealed by his Spirit, accepted 
iſh DulſÞh your Prayers, welcome to God thro 
do ws rift, and when you die ſhall be with 


Mak 
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when it is diſcharged; if a Man in Dau Nou: f 
ger of Sickneſs, or a condemning Sen- Nzve n 
rence of the Judge, be glad when the, ge. 
Fear of Death is over; how glad ſhould; G 
you. be to be ſate from the great Danger. ſo 
of Damnation? And till you are fan- oe þ 
Qified by Grace you are far from Saiety,ſ...1 
F. 3. And if a Man's Sicknels, Pain oIPofriti 
Diſtraction, be a Calamity, the Cure of, 1, < 
which brings Eaſe and Joy, how muchſhunio 
more Eaſe and Joy may it bring to bell]; Goc 
cured from all the grievous Maladies f., | 
reigning Sin? SanQtification will cure, th: 
your Minds of Spiritual Blindneſs andys 
Madneſs ; that is, of damnable Ignorance Hour 
_ Unbelict and Error: It will cure youffraing 
Affections of idolatrous, diſtraQtirg, car- 
nal Love; of the Itch of Fleſhly De- 
fires or Luſts ; of the Feaver of revenge; 
ful Patlions, and malignant Hatred to 
Goodneſs and good Men; and of ſelt⸗ 
vexing Envy and Malice againft cthers ;þ; 
of the greedy Worm of Covetoufneſs, 
and the drunken Deſire of ambitious andſþ 
imperious Minds: It will cure your Will 
of their fleſhly Servitude and Biaſs, 
and of that mortal Backwardneſs to God 
and Holy Things, and that ſluꝑgiſn Dul 


nake 


neſs and Lothneſs to chuſe and do what Arif 
you are convinced muſt be done: It will 
35 make 


47 ] ” 
rake good Things eafie and pleaſant to 
ou; ſo that you will no more think you 


Dan- 


Sen. ave need to beg Mirth from the Devil, 
n theſhr ſteal it from Sin, as if God, Grace 


houldÞ..q Glory, had none for you : Bur it will 
anger e ſo eaſie to you to love and find Plea- 
e fan. ite in the Bible and good Books, in 
afety. cod Company and good Diſcourſe, in 
ain or Poiritual Meditations and Thoughts, in 
ure of oly Sermons, Prayers and Church Com- 
muchſhunion and Sacraments, even in Chriſt, 
to belt God, and the Fore- thoughts of Hea- 
dies of en, that you will be PDrry and aſham'd 
1 cure, think that ever you forſook ſuch 
15 andes for Fleſhly Pleaſure, and defiled 
Orance Sour Souls with filthy and forbidden 
- YOoulMhings. OY 

'B, Car $.4. And certainly you cannot too ſoon 
y De ain the Delights of Faith, and Hope, 
evenge Bind Love of Holy Knowledge and Com- 
tred tohynion with God and Saints: You can- 
of ſelf hot too ſoon have the great Bleſſing of 
others; Nighteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy in the 
oufneſs, oly Ghoft, and live Night and Day in 
ous and eace of Conſcience, in Aſſurance that 
Ir Wills il your Sins are pardon'd, and that you 
| BialSBre the adopted Sons of God, and Heirs 
to Godſf Heaven, ſealed by his Spirit, accepted 
iſh Dul n your Prayers, welcome to God thro 
do whatFhrift, and when you die ſhall be with 
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God's Covenant, and have a Right to a] 


utterly unfurniſhed with the Knowledge 
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him: Can you make too great h: 
from the Folly and Filth of Sin, and th 
Danger of Hell, into ſo ſafe and good Hd 
State as this? e 

$. 5. And it will be a great Comfa 


to you thus to find at Age and Uſe. :;. 
Reaſon that your Baptiſmal Bleſſing+io; 
ceaſed not with your. Infancy by yo chen 


own Rejection; but that you are non 
by your own Conſent, in the Bond 


the Bleſſings of it, which the Sacrameſſ»c 
of Chriſt's Body and Blood will confirm 
as you had your Entrance by your Parenf 
Conſent and accepted Dedication : For th: 
Covenant of Grace is our certain Chariq l is 1 
for Grace and Glory. | as c 
6.6. And is it not a Joy to you to bEnion 
your. Parents Joy? To find them low Rect 
you not only as their Children, but ame C. 
God's ? | we 
3 7. And O what a Mercy will yo: 1h, 
find it when you come to Age and Buffy, 7: 
nels in the World! 1. That you com /iz 
with a clear Conſcience ; not clogg dir D- 
terrified and ſhamed with the Sins Fd in 
your Youth. 2. And that you come not, 


Righteouſneſs and Vertue, which yo 
muſt make uſe of in every Condition ali 
your Lives, | d. 8 
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it hal. s. II. And you that are Young Men 
and iin ſcarce conceive what a Joy a wiſe and 

good dlv Child is to bis wife and godly Pa- 
nts! Read but Prov. 10. 1. and 13. I. and 
2, 25. and 19. 13, 26. and 27. 11. and 

15, 19, 24, C. The Prayers and In- 
ucious of your Parents are comfortable 

them when they fee the happy Fruit 
d Aniwer. _ 5 
d. o, III. And O what a Mercy is it to 
urch and State to have our Poſterity 

oe better than we have been, and do 
d more Service than we have done, 
Fare take Warning by our Faults to avoi 
For th: like as 
Chart: is theſe that are God's Children, as 

las ours, that are the Bleſſing ſo often 
ntioned in the Scripture, who will, as 
: Rechabrtes, obey their Father's whole- 

e Caunſels, rather than their Luſts 
I carnal Companions, and God before 
: Who walk not in the Counſel of the Un- 
ly, nor ſtand in the Way of Sinners, 
r ſit in the Seat of the Scornful : But 
ir Delight is in the Law of the Lord, 
d in that Law they meditate Day and 
ght, Plal. 1. Lo, ſuch Children are 
Heritage of the Lord; ſuch Fruit of the 
mb is bis Reward, They are as Ar- 
in the Hand of 3 Man: Happy 
78 
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| Mr 6 
is the Man that bath his Quiver fall o 


them. They ſhall not be aſham#d, bul* | 


they ſhall ſpeak with the Enemies in ib. 
Gate, Pal. 127. 3, 4, 5. Were it nd 
for wiſe and godly Children to ſuccee 
us, Religion and Peace, and all Public 
Good, would be but as we frail Mortal 
are, like the Graſs or Flowers of a few 
Days or Years continuance ; and the Dif 
- ference between a Church and no Church 
between a Kingdom of Chriſtians and 0 
Infidels, would be but like the Difk 


rence between our Waking and our Sleep | 


ing Time; fo ſhort as would make i. 
the leſs confiderable. = 


= 
—— 


CHAP. VII. 


Undeniable Reafons for Repentance an 
ſpeedy Amendment of thoſe that ba 
lived a fleſhly and ungodly Life : þ 
way of Exhortation. 


$. 1. A ND now the Commands of Go 
| the Love of my Country 2 
the Church, the Love of Piety, true Pn 


ſper! 


1 ws 


ull 0 . 31 | | 
alPerity and Peace, and the Love of Man- 
| ind, even of your own Souls and Bo- 
ies, do all command-me to become once 
ore an earneſt Suitor to the Youth of 
iis Land, eſpecially of London, Who 
Aoral'© hitherto miſcarried , and lived a 
2 felſ8-!ly fintul Lite. Thonſands ſuch as 
je Dieu are dead in Sin, and paſt our Warn- 
*hurch g, and paſt all Hope and Help for ever. 
and of tov{ands that laugh'd at judgment 
Diff Damnation, are now _— that 
; Sleep hich they would not believe. By the 
nake Neat Mercy of God it is not yet the Caſe 
| t you who read theſe Words; but how 
on it may be, if you are yet unſanctified, 
ou little know: Oh that you knew 
hat a Mercy it is to be yer alive, and. 
ter ſo many Sins and Dangers, to have 
ne to warn you, and offer you Salva- 
on, and to be yet in Poflibility, and in 
State of Hope! In the Name cf Chriſt 
ace an moſt earneſtly entreat you a little 
hat bauhile try to ute your Reaſon, and uſe it 
Ife: Miioufly, in retir'd, fober Conſideration, 
you have firſt well peros'd the whole 
ourſe of your _ and — 
at you have done, and how, tiltyou have 
s of Go ought what you have got or loft by 
ning; and why you did ir; and whe- 
tit was joſtifi:ble Reaſon which led 
> you. 


in iht 
it no 
uCceel 
aolick 


ntry 3 
true P. 
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C 
Jou to it, and ſuch as you will ſtand to 
in your ſober Thoughts; yea, ſuch as 
-you will ſtand to before God at laſt, 
Conſider ſeriouſly what comes next, and 
whither you are going, and whether 
your Life have fitted you for your Jour- 
.-ney's End, and how your Ways will be 
Teview'd e'er long, and how they will 
appear to you, and taſte at Death, Jude- 
ment, and in the World to come: Hold 
on, and think ſoberly a little while what 
is in your Hearts, and what is their Con- 
dition; what you moſt love, ard what 
you hate; and whether God or ſinful 
Pleaſure be dearer and more delightful to 
you; and how you ſtand affected and re. 
lated to the World that you are very near: 
| Sure Reaſon would be Reaſon if you 
= would but uſe it; ſure Light would come 
| in if you would not ſhut the Windows, 
and draw the Curtains on you, and 14 


ly ke and be, 


ther chuſe to ſleep in Darkneſs. Is there 
nothing within you that grudgeth at you! 
Folly, and threateneth you for being wil- 
fully befides your ſelves? If you would 
but ſpend one half Hour in a Day ora 
Week in ſober thinking whither you arc 
going, and what you have done, and 
what you are, and what you muſt ſhort- 
'how could you 9 
ut 


perfed 
forbid 
fo ma 
which 
would 
of a 1 
and d 
ſtop y 
mony 
Creat' 
there 
for A 
ceiv'd 
the H 
| Qu 
is a 
that! 


[ 53 7 


for living like Men quite void of Under- 
ſtanding, againſt your God, againſt your 


ons of Lite, and this for nothing ? 

But it may be the DiſtinQneſs of your 
Confideration may make it the more ef- 
feQtual : And if I put my Motives by 


wy way of Queſtions will you confider them 
9 A till you have well anſwer'd them all? 

mY 82. Queſt. 1. Are you not fully con- 
Don. vinc'd that there is a God of infinite Pow- 
wm er, Knowledge and Goodneſs, who is the 


perfect Governour of all the World ? God 
forbid that any of you ſhould be ſo bad, 


would draw you to unbelief. To doubt 


vou of a perfect governing God, is to wink 
dome and doubt whether there be a Sun; to 
* ſtop your Ears againſt the notorious Teſti- y 
ther mony of Heaven and Earth, and every 
out Creature: You may next doubt whether 


there be any Thing, if you doubt of God; 


wil for Atoms and Shadows are hardlier pet- 
70uld 1027 f : , 
*. ceiv'd with certainty, than the Earth, 
1 the Heavens, and Sun. | 


Que ſt. 2. And if you believe that there 
5 is a governing God, do you not believe 
l that he hath governing Laws or Notifica- 
3 tions 


but be deeply offended with your ſelves 


ſelves, againſt all the Ends and Obligati- 


ſo mad, as ſeriouſly ro doubt of this, -Ml 
which the Devils believe, while they * 
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tions of his Will; and that we owe thi k 
God more full, more abſolute, exact Obe 8552 
dience, than can be due to any Prince aff © 25 
Earth; and greater Love than to our dear. - 
eſt Friend, he being infinitely Good, an 10 


Love itſelf ? Can you owe more to you — 
Fleſh, or to any, than to your God tha 5 
made you Men, by whom you have Life wy . 


and Health, and Time, and all the Goo! 
that ever you received? And can you gits 
him roo much Love and Obedience? 0. 
can you think that you need to fear being 
Loſers by him? And that your faithful 
Duty ſhould be in vain ? 

_  Qweſl. z. Is it God that needeth you, o 
you that need him? Can you give hin 
any Thing that be wants? Or do you want 
what he hath to give? Can pou live ar 
Hour without him? Or be kept, without 
him from Pain, Miſery or Death? Is i 
not for your own Need, and your own 
Good, that he requireth your Service! 
Do you know what his Service is? Ir i 
thankfully to receive his greateſt Gitts; 
to take his Medicines to {ave your Souls; 
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to feaſt on his prepared Comforts. He * 
calls you to far better and need fulluſ tzus 
Obedience for your ſelves, than when you av. 


command your Child to take his Mea Mor 
or wear his Cloaths; or when he is Sick 524 
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to take a neceſſary Remedy. And is ſuch- 
Obedience to be refuſed? be 

Queſt. 4. Hath not Nature taught you 
to love your ſelves? Surely you cannot be 
willing to be Damned? Nor be indiffterent 
whether you go to Heaven or Hell? And 
can you believe that God would ſet you 
on that which would do you hurt, and 
that the Devil is your Friend, and would 
{ave you from him? Can you believe that 
to pleaſe your Throat and Luft till Death 
ſnatch away your Souls to Judgment, 
is more for your own Good than to live here 
in Holineſs, and the Love of God, and 
hereafter to live for ever in Glory ? Do you 
think you have lived as if you truly loved 
your ſelves, or as Self-deſtroyers? All 
the Devils in Hell, or Enemies on Eartb, 
could never have done fo much againſt 
you, as by your Senſuality, Ungodlineſs 
and Sloth, you have done agalaſt' your 
{:lves, . Oh poor Sinner, as ever thou 
wouldſt have Mercy from God in thy 
Extremity, be entreated to ſhew ſome 
Mercy on thy ſelf! 


Queſt. 5 Rath not Nature deeply 


taught all the World to make a great Dif- 
ference between Vertze and Vice, between 
Moral Good and Evil? If me Good and 
Bad do not greatly differ, what makes all 

+ 4 Man- 
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Mankind, even the Sons of Pride, to be 
10 impatient of being called or accountet 
Bad, and love to be accounted Wiſe an! 
Good? How tenderly do moſt Men bei 
Reproof, or to hear that they do Amiſ;: 
To be called a wicked Man, a Liar, 1 

rjured Man, a Knave, how ill is it tz. 
ken by all Mankind ? This certainly proy: 
eth that the Conſcience of the great Dif. 
ference between the Good and Bad is 1 
common natural Notice. And will not 
God make a greater Difference, who bei. 
ter knoweth it than Man? 

Que ſt. 6. If God had only commanded 

ou Duty, even a holy, righteous and ſo- 

r Life, and forbidden you the contrary, 
and had only bid you ſeek Everlaſting Hap- 
Pineſs, and made you no Promiſe of it, 
thould you not in Reaſon ſeek it cheerful- 
ly in Hope? Our Folly leadeth us to do] 
much in vain; but God ſctteth no Man 
on any vain Employment : If he do but 
bid you reſiſt Temptation, mortifie Luſt, 
learn his Word, pray to him, and praiſe 
him, you may be ſure it is not to your Loſs; 
a Reward you may be ſure of, if you knew 
not what it will be: Yea, if he ſet you up- 
on the hardeſt Work, or to paſs the greateſt 
Danger, or ſewe him atthedeareſt Rate, or 
loſe your Eſtate for him, and Life e 

| what 
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what Reaſon can fear being Loſers by 
obeying God? Yea, the deareft Service 
hath the greateſt Reward : But when he 
hath moreover aſcertained your Reward 
by a Promiſe, a Covenant, ſworn and 
ſcaled by his Miracles, by Chriſt's Blood, 
by his Sacraments, by his Spirit, if yet 
you will be ungodly becauſe you cannor 
truſt him you have no Excuſe. 

Queſt. 7. Do you know the Difference 
between a Man and a Brute ? Brutes have 
no Capacity to think of a God, and a Sa- 
viour, and a Life to come, and to know 
God's Law, and ſtudy. Obedience, and 
fear Hell and Sin, nor Reaſon to rule 


their Appetites and Luſts, nor any Hops 
or Joy in foreſeen Glory; but Man is 
made capable of all this: And can you 
think God maketh ſuch Noble Faculties in 


vain ? Or ſhould we live like Brutes that 
have none ſuch ? 


Que ſt. 8. Do you not certainly know : 


that you muſt die? All the World cannot 
hinder it; you muſt die: And is it not 


near, as well as ſure? How ſwift is 
Oh! How quickly ſhall we all 


Time? 
be at our Race and Warfare's End And 


where then is the Pleaſure of Pride, and 


Appetite, and Luſt ? Neither the diſmal 
Carcaſs, nor the Duſt or Bones, retaiu or 
1 0 5 taſte 


LW: | 
taſte it: And alas, the unconverted Soul 
mult pay for it for ever. And can you 
think that ſo ſhort a brutiſh Pleaſure, that Luſts. 
hath ſo ſure and fad an End, is worthy final! 
the Grieving of your Friends, the Offend- IM even 
ing God, the Hazard of your Souls, wort! 
the Loſs of Heaven, and the Suffering Is ne 
of God's Juftice in Hell for ever? C ſeare 
foolith Sinners! I beſeech you think in 
Time how bad a Bargain you are making, 
O what an Exchange ! For a filthy Luft 


or fleſhly Pleaſure ro Sell a God, a Savi- 2 

- our, a Comforter, a Soul, a Heaven, and Expe 
all your Hopes? | ſhou 
Queſt. 9. If the Devil or Dzceivers M who 

- ſhould make you doubt whether there be kenr 
any Judgment and Life to come, ſhould MM Lov: 
not the meer Poſſibility and Probability of i Saki 
ſuch a Day and Life be far more regarded this 
by you than all fleſhly Pleaſure, which is wat 
certainly ſhort and baſe. Did you ever hear and 

a Man fo mad as to fay, I am ſure there Ste- 


16 no Heaven or Hell for Souls? But you and 
are ſure that your Fleſh muſt rot in a to t 
dark Grave; you are ſure that Death will tem 
quickly pur an End to all that this World NEX 
can afford you; Houſe and Laud, and all 1 It 
that now deceive poor Worldlings, will be JW ttu 
nothing to you; no more than if you had M: 
never ſeen them, fave the terrible Reckon- Ly 
| | | ing 
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ing that the Soul muſt make. Sport, and 
Mirth, and Meat, and Drink, and filthy 
Lufts, are ready all to leave you to the 
final Sentence of your Judge; and is not 
even an uncertain Hope of Heaven more 
worth than certain tranſitory Vany? 
Is not an uncertain Hell to be more 
ſeared and avoided than the forſaking of 
theſe certain Trifles and Deceits 2 Much 
more when God hath ſo certainly reveal- 
ed to us the Lite to come. 8 
Queſt. 10. Is it a wiſe and reaſonable 
Expectation, that the Righteous God 
ſhould give that Man Everlafting Glory, 
who will not leave his Whores, his Drun- 
kenneſs, or the baſeſt Vanity, for all his 
Love, and for all his Mercies, for the 
Sake of Chriſt, nor for the Hopes of all 
this Glory? Heaven is the greateſt Re- 
ward of Holineſs, and of the diligent 
and patient Seekers of it; Heaven is the 
greateſt Gift of the great Love of God; 
and can you believe that he wil give it 
to the Slaves of the Devil, and to con- 
temning wilful Rebels? May not you 
next think that the Devils may be ſaved? 
If you ſay that God is Merciſul, it's moſt 
true; and this will be the unconverted 
Man's Damnation, that he would for a baſe 
Luſt offend ſo Merciful a God, and Sell 


. Ever- at 


| ee 

Everlaſting Mercy for nothing, and abuſe 
fo much Mercy all his Lite: Abuſed and 
Refuſed Mercy will be the Fewel to feed 
the Flames of Hell, and torment the 
Conſcience of the Impenitent for ever: 
Doth not God know his own Mercy bet. 
ter than you do? Can he not he Mercifol, 
and yet be Holy and Juſt ? Is the King 
Unmercitul if he make uſe of Goals and 
Gallows for Malefaftors? It's Mercy to 
the Land to deſtroy ſuch as would deſtroy 
others. The Boſom of Eternal Love is 
not a Place for any but the Holy? The 
heavenly Paradiſe is not like Mahomer's, 
a Place of Luſt and Senſual Delights. 
You, blaſpheme the moſt Juſt and Holy | 
God it you make him ſeem indifte- ing 
rent to the Holy and the Unholy, to his me 
Faithful Setvants, and to the Deſpiſets pf pe 
his Grace. 

Queſt, 11. If there were any Poſſibility th 
that unſanctified Souls ſhould be fact: © 


hed and ſaved in another World, is it not R 
a Madneſs to caſt Everlaſting Lite upon ſo in 
great Uncertainty or Improbability, when of 
we heve Life, and Time, and Helps, to C 

make our Salvation ſure? God hath cal- is 
led you to give all Diligence to make it a 


ſlire, 2 Pet. 1. 10. He hath made Infalli- t 
ble. Promiſes of it to ſanctified pert: < 


E 
He calleth you to examine and judge your” 
ſelves, 2 Cor. 13. 5. And do you know- 
the Difference between Certainty and Un- 
certainty in fo great a Cale? Oh, none 


can now ſufficiently conceive what a D.f- i 


ference there is between a Soul that is 
going out of the Body with joy ful Aſſu-· 
rance that Chriſt will preſentiy receive 
him, and a Soul that in the Guilt of Sin 
muſt ſay, I am going to an endleſs Life, 
and know nor but ir may be an endleſs 
Miſery! 1 am here now, and know not 
but I may be preſently with Devils that. 
here deceived me. Juſt Fear of paſſing 
preſently to Hell-fire is a dreadful Caſe, 
to be avoided above all earthly Suffer- 


ings, Luke 12. 4. and. 14. 33. much- 


more when God's Threatnings to the Im- 
penitcnt. are moſt ſure, 

9.eft. 12. Do you think in your Hearts 
that you have more Pleaſure, and ſound 
Content, and Peace in your Sports or 
Riches, than true Believers have in God, 
in Chriſt, in a Holy Life, and the Hopes 


of Everlaſting Glory? Judge but by ins. i 


Cauſe. Is nor the Love of that God that 
is the Lord of Life, and Death, and All, 
and the Pleaſure of Pleaſing him, and 
the Senſe of Pardon and Mercy through 
Chriſt, and the firm ExpeCtation of end- 


leſs 
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leſs Joy, by a Promiſe of God, ſealed by 
= his Son, his Sacramemts, and his Spirit; 
I'ſay, is not all this Matter more worthy 
to rejoice a Soul than Money, and Meat, 
and Drink, and Luſt? Have not you 
thoſe ſecret Gripes of Conſcience when 
you think that for all theſe Things you 
muſt come to Judgment, which much 
abateth the Pleaſure of your Sin? Had 
you ſpent that Time in ſ:eking firſt the 
Kingdom of God, and its Righteouſneſs, 
and in honeſt, obed ient labouring in your 
Callings, you need not haye look'd back 
on it with the Gripes of an accuſing Con- 
ſcience. If you ſee a true Believer ſor- 
rowful, it is not for ſerving and obeying 
God, or being holy, and hating Sin; bur 
for ſerving God no better, and haticg Sin 
no more. 

®ueſt. 13. Have you not oft ſecret 
Wiſhes in your Hearts, that you were yo 
in the Caſe of thoſe Perſons that you ſh; 
= judge to be of the moſt holy and heaven- 


ly Hearts and Converſations? Do you yo 

not think they are in a far ſafer and bet- Ti 

| ter Caſe than you? Unleſs you are for- th 
| faken to blindneſs of Mind it is certainly it 
fo. And doth not this ſhew that you m 
chuſe and follow tiat which is worſe, in 


when your Conſciences tell you it is 
| worſe, 


„ SS 
worſe, and refuſe that which your Con- 
ſciences tell you is beſt ? But it is not ſuck 
ſluggiſh Wiſhes that will ſerve; to lye 
ſill, and live idle, and wiſh your ſelves 
as Rich as the Induſtrious, is not the 
Way to make you ſo. 


®ueft. 14. At leaſt, if you have no ! 


ſuch Wiſhes now, do you not think that 
you ſhall not wilh it at Death or Jucg- 
ment? Do not your Conſciences now tell 


you that you ſhall ſhortly wiſh, O0 


that I had hated finful Pleaſure! O 
that I had ſpent my ſhort Life in obey- 
ing and truſting God! Will you not fay 
with Balaam, Let me die the Death of the 
Righteous, and let my laſt End be like his? 
O that I were in the Caſe of thoſe 


that mortified the Fleſh, and lived to 


God, and laid not up their Treaſure on 
Earth, but in Heaven? And why chuſe 
you not now that which you know you 
ſhall deeply wiſh that you had choſen ? 
Queſt. 15. I take it for granted, that 
your merry, and ſenſual, and worldling 
Tempters and Companions deride all 


this, and perſuade you to deſpiſe it, as if 


it were but needleſs, melancholy, troubie- 


ſome Talk: Bur tell me, do you thick WW 
in Conſcience that ir is found Reaſon 


that they give you? And ſuch as ſhould 


latisſie 
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Citisfie a ſober Man that careth what be- 
comes of his Soul for ever? As Elac 
laid to the Hraelites, Why halt you be- 
1ween Two Opinions? If the Lord be God, 

' follow him; if Baal be God, follow hin. 
If Money, Preferment, Drink and Luſt be 
beſt, take it; but if God, Heaven, Chriſt, 
Faith, Hope and Holineſs, be beſt, at your 
Peril refuſe them not, and halt no long: 
er. I ſuppoſe you ſometime think of 
the Caſe, (or elſe you are dead in Sin,) 
I pray you tell me, or.tell- your ſelves, 


| tohich Cauſe ſeemeth beſt Upon the deep: 


eft Thoughts and Conſideration ? But if 
you will take the Lavghter or Scorns of 
ignorant Scts inſtead of Reaſon, and in- 
"Read of OO aSRtion, you ate 
well worthy of the Damnation which 
you ſo wilfuliy chuſe. 

Que t. 16. Bot if you think highly of 
their Wit or Learning, who fin as you, 
and who encourage and deceive you, I 

. Pray you anſwer theſe Two Queſtions. 
I. Which Side is Chriſt, and his Pro- 
- Phets, and Apoſtles, on? Which Side doth 


the Scripture ſpeak for? Which Way 


went all the Saints whoſe Names are 
now honoured ? Were they for the fleſhly 
or the ſpiritual Life? Were they for the 
Love of Pleaſures more than God 3 
bri 
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Chriſt from Heaven teach you an earthly 
or a heavenly Choice and Life 2 Did he 
come to Cheriſh Sin, or to deſtroy it, 
and ſave us from it? You can make no 
doubt of this if ever you read or heard 
the Bible. And, ; 

2. Which do you think were the wiſer 
and better Men, and worthy to be believ- 
ed and followed? Whether Chriſt, and 
all his Apoſtles, and Saints, that ever 
were in the World to this Day, or 
the Drunkards, and Whoremongers, and 
Worldlings, -who deride the Doctrine 
ſent from Heaven? If there be a Heaven, 
is Drunkenneſs or Sobriety liker to be the 
Way to it ?, But if indeed you will take 
the Mocks of a {winiſh Sot to be wiſer 
than God, than Chriſt, than Prophets and 
Apoſtles, and all that ever went to Hea- 
ren, and their Jeers to be more credible 
than all God's Word, what can a Man 
fay to convince ſuch Wretches with any 
Hope ? 5 

Aue ſt. 17. J further ask you, Have you 
not ſome ſecret Purpoſes hereafter to re- 
tent? If not, alas, how far are you 
from it? And how forlorn is your Caſe? 
But if you have, Conſcience is a Wit- 
neſs againſt you, that you chuſe and 
live in that Caſe and Courſe which you 

PER | know. 
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know is worſt, were it not worſt, yq 
need not purpoſe to repent cf it: Ah 
will you wilfully chuſe known Evil, wha 
the very Nature of Man's Will is to lo 

Good? af 
Queſt. 18. And if you believe that thi 
Faithful are in a happier Caſerhanyou, te 
me What bindereth yet but you may be lil 
them, and yet be happy as well as they 
Is not Mercy and Salvation proclaimed 
and offered to you as freely as to them! 
Did any Thing make you ſo bad as yo 
are, but ycur own Choice ard Doing! 
And can any Thing yet hinder you fich 
Pardon and Salvation, if you your ſelve 
were but truly willing > What if you 
Parents were bad, and bred you up amils 
God hath told you in Ezek. 18. and 33. 
that if you will but do your own Pan 
yet, and take Warning, and avoid yout 
Parents Sin, and give up your ſelves un 
feignedly ro him, he will fave you what 
ever your Parents were. Whar if Prince, 
or Lords, or learned Men, ſhould be your 
Tempters by Words or Example? None 
of them can force you to one Sin. God 
is greater and wiſer than they, and more 
to be believed, and obeyed, and your Sal. 
vation is not in any of their Power 
What if your Old Companions remp! 
you! 
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0 you ? They can but tempt you, they can- 
Ao conſtrain you to any Fvi!: All the 
"wie 2vils in Hell, or Men on Earth, cannot 
0 lama you, no, nor make you Sinners, if 

you do it not your ſelves. Refuſe not 
;hriſt, and he will not refuſe you; and 
hen he is willing, if you be but willing, 
ruly willing to be ſaved from Sin and 
Miſery, and to have Chriſt, Grace and 
lory, in the Uſe of the Means which 
od hath appointed yov, neither Earrh 


vat the 
du, tel 
be lik 
they 
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as poet Hell can hinder your Salvation. Who 
Doing eur Tour ſelves keep you from forſaking 
* the Company, Houſe or Baits, which 


ſolve PvE deceived you ? Who but your ſelves 
f you Jen from lamenting your Sin, and fly- 
amine to Chriſt, and begging Mercy, and giv- 
nd 3j Ius our ſelves to God? If you think that 
on Pan erious Chriſtians are the Happieſt, refuſe 
id youlſ”" to be ſuch your ſelves; it will be your 
ver uon doing, your own wilful Obſtinacy, if 
: whit periſh, But of this I have already faid 

Princes I ore in my Call to the Lnconverted. 
be you Queſt, 19. Dare you deliberately reſolve 
Nobel bargain to take your fleſhly Pleaſures 
\ God Dur Part, inſtcad of all your Hopes 
4 modi of Heaven? | hope none of you are yet 
ok vl o mad. I think it is but few, if any, 
Power. of the Wirches that make fo expreſs a 
tempildargain with the Devil; if they did, 
O 


vou! 
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O how they would tremble when the 
ſee their Glaſs almoſt run our, and Deati 
at Hand! If you dare not make fuch if 
Bargain in plain Words, O do ng 

do the ſame in the Choice of your Hearty 
and the Practice of your Lives, and dM 
ceive your ſelves by thinking that you di 

it not when you do? It is God, and ng 
you, that maketh the Conditions of 81 
vation and Damnation. If you chuk 
that Life which God hath told us is th; 
Condition of Damnation, and finally u 
fuſe that Life which God hath made th 
Condition of Salvation, it will in Effect k 
all one as to chuſe Damnation, and refuk 
Salvation. He that chuſeth deadly Poiſon 
or refuſeth his neceſſary Food, chuſzt 
Death, and refuſeth Life in Effect. Gol 
hath ſaid, If ye live after the Fleſb vil 
Hall die; but if by the Spirit you mori 
fie the Deeds of the Body you fhall liv 
Rom, 8. Chriſt tells you, that un}: 
you are Born again and Converted yol 
cannot enter into his Kingdom, John 3. 3 
5. Matth. 18. 3. and that without Hott 
neſs none ſhall ſee God; refuſe theſe, 
and chuſe the World, and finful Plex 
ſures, and you refuſe Salvation, and ſhall 
have no better than you chuſe. What you 
Judge beſt chuſe reſolvedly, and do na % 
cheat your ſelves. Neſt, 
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Nueſt. 20. Have you no natural Love 
> your Parents, or your Country? O 
hat inhuman Cruelty is it to break the 
carts of thoſe from whom you had 
our Being, and who were tender of you 
When you could not help your ſelves ? 
nd if after all this you prove worſe than 
rates, and become the Grief of their 
zuls that thus bred, and loved, and 
duriſhed you, do you think God will 
vt at laſt make this far ſadder to you 
Wan ever it was to them? If Cruelty to 
WM Enemy, much more to a Stranger, to 
Neighbour, to a Friend, be ſo hateful 
the God of Love, that it goeth not 
chuſcellrevenged. O what will © unnarural 

tuelty to Parents bring upon you? Yea, 
en in this Lite; as honouring Father 


dee, Mother hath a ſpecial Promiſe of 
Il line roſperity and long Lite, ſo diſhonouring 
. unlehled grieving Parents is uſually puniſhed 
od} vi ith ſome notable Calamity, as a Fore- 
* 4 nner of the great Revenge hereafter. 
it 70 And you cannot but perceive that ſuch 


live in Senſuality, and Luft, and Wick- 
neſs, are theigreat Troublers of Church 
Wd State: God himſelf hath faid it, 
ere is no Peace to the Wicked, Iſa. 48. 5 2. 
d 57. 21. = the Wicked are A 

oubled Sea when it cannot reſt, whoſe 
Wo a 7 
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Waters caſt up Mire and Dirt: There i 1 " 
no Peace, ſaith my God, to the Wicked FM.;10v 
v. 22. Iſa. 59. 8. The Way of Peace they 1s Th. 
now not; there is no Judgment in therM,,. Il 
Goings : They have made them croofel Now ta 
Paths; whoſoever goeth therein ſhall nu ret in. 
know Peace. They give no Peace der of 
others, and God will deny Peace ton an; 
themſelves; yea, the Nature of their Nou wi 
own Sin denicth it them, as broken Bones, Mouth 
and griping Sickneſs, deny Eaſe to the 0114 
Body. And can you think you ſhall be Nenefit 
ccme the Shame of the Church, and tb O y 
Troublers of the Land, and that God will Mieth b 
not trouble you for it? If you will beE Nrem \ 
nemies of God and your Country you Niere a! 
will prove the ſoreſt Enemies to your te ye 
ſelves. | | omuc! 
And who is the Gainer by all this'My,v1q 
No One in the World; unleſs you will Hr He 
call it the Devil's Gain. to have his ma- Nrhat a 


licious, cruel Will fulfilled : And ſure the 
pleaſing the Devil, and a fleſhly Luſt, Mr; 
Fancy or Appetite, can never compenſat 
all your Loſſes, nor comfort you undet 
the Sufferings which you wilfully bring 
upon your ſelves. 

The Reaſon I thus deal with you 
by Way of Queſtion is, that I may, if 
poſſible, engage your own Thoughts in 
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nſwering them, for I find moſt are apt - 
{ to learn of themſelves: And indeed 
ichout your ſelves, and your own ſeri- 
zus Thoughts, we cannot help you to 
rue Underſtanding. If you will but 
ow take theſe Twenty Queſtions in ſe- 
ret into your ſerious Thoughts, and con- 
der of them till you can give them ſuch 
n Anſwer as Reaſon ſhould allow, and as 
ou will ſtand to before God, when the 
outh of all Iniquity ſhall be ſtopp'd, I 
mu not doubt but you will reap the 
Denent. - 

O what ſhould a Man do that pi- 
jeth blind and wilful Sinners to make 
hem willing of their own Recovery : 
ete all ſtops; and muſt it ſtop at this? 
ire you not willing? And will you not 
omuch as confider of the Reaſons that 
ould make you willing, when Heaven 
xr Hell muſt be the Conſequence? O 
hat a Thing is a blind Mind, ard a dead 
nd hardened Heart! What a befoolin 
Thing is fleſhly Luſt? O what nee 
ad Mankind of a Saviour! And what 
ed have all of a Sanctifier, and of his 
iis Holy Word, and of all the Holy 
eans of Grace! 


Poor 
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Poor Sinners! O let not your Teach: 


this io all their Griefs, that their Coun. 
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ers and your Parents Counſel and 
Tears be brovght in as Witneſſes again 
you to your Condemnation! O add not 


ſel and their Sorrows muſt fink you deepe 
into Hell! Alas, it were ſadneſs enough 
to them to ſee that it is all in vain! Let 
not this Counſel of mine to you be re. 
jeQed to the encreaſe of your Guilt and 
Miſery. Mercy is yet offered you: The 
Day of Grace is not yet paſt: God i; 
not unwilling to receive you: Chriſt i; 
not unwilling to be your Saviour, if yu 
conſent: No Difficulty in the World mak: 
eth us afraid of your Damnation, but your 
own fooliſh Choice and wicked W ills 
Our Care is not to make God Merciful, 
nor to make Chriſt's Merits and Sacrific 
Sufficient, nor ro get God to promiſe you 
Pardon, it you repent, and come to him 
by Chriſt; all this is done already: But 
that which is undone is to make you con. 
ſiderate, and tiuly wiling, and to live 
as thoſe that indeed are willing to let go 
the poiſonous Pleaſures of Sin, and to 
take God and Heaven for your Hope and 
Portion, and to be ſaved and ruled by 


_ Chriſt, and ſanctified by his Spirit, and to 


receive his daily Help and Mercies to . 
0 


each ad, in the Uſe of his appointed Means, 
and End without this you are undone for ever. 
gain nd is there any Hurt in all this? If there 
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rere, is it worſe than the Filth of Sin, 
nd the Plagues that follow here and for 
ver! Worthy is he to bear at laſt, De- 
art from me thou Worker of Iniquit 

nd to be thruſt away from the Hopes o 
eaven, that after all that can be ſaid 
nd done chuſeth Sin as more deſirable 
an this God, this Saviour, this San&i- 
cr, and this Glory. | 
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General Direction: fo the Willing. 


Hough the Blindneſs and ObRting 

| of fleſhly Sinners roo oft fruſtray 
great Endeavours, yet we may well hop 
that the Prayers and Tears of Parents, au 
the Calls of God, may prevail wich many 
and I may hope that ſome that ha 
read what is before written will ſx 
We are willing to hear and learn that u 
may be ſaved: Tell us what it ig that i 
muſt do: And on that Hope I ſhall gin 
ſuch miſcarrying Youth ſome Generi 
Advice, and fome Counſel, about the 
Particular Cafes, and all as briefly as 
may. O that the Lord would make yo 
that read this truly willing to pr. Cid 
theſe Ten Directions following! Hai 
happy yet may you be! 


I. Set pour Underſtandillys ſeriou 
and ditigently to the Work which they at 
made for, and conſider well what is you 
Imereſt and ꝓour Duty, till you comet 
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Coe 
„ed Reſolution, whar is for your Good, 
7d what is for your Hurt, and what that 
vod or Hurt will be.] 


Should ir bea hard Thing to perſwade 
Man in his Wits to love himſelf, and 

o think what is good or hurtful to him- 
elf, eſpecially for Everlaſting ? Why are 
ou Men if you will live like Dogs? 
bat do you with Underſtandings if you 
ill nor uſe them ? What will you uſe 
Jem for if not for your own Good, and 
o avoid Miſery? What Good will you 
ere if not Everlaſting Joy and Glory? 
Ind what Hurt will you avoid if not 
ell re? Have you Reaſon, and can you 
e as if theſe were not worth the think- 
We on? Will you beſtow your Thoughts 
che Day and Year upon you know not 
Phat, nor why, and not one Hour ſober- 
think of ſuch Important Things as 
ſe? OSirs! Will you go out of the 

ia orld before you well think whither you 
uſt go? Will you appear before the 
dge of Souls, to give up your grear 
count, before you think of it, and how it 

uſt be done? Is he worthy of the Help 

| Grace that will not uſe his natural 
aſon ? | beg it of you, as ever you care 

hat becomes of you for ever, that you 
D 2 will 


n 
will ſome Time alone ſet yourſelves { 
one Hour ſeriouſly to think; [who mat 
you, and why; what you owe hin 
how much you depend on him; ub 


ternity 
tende 
ing a 


you have done againſt him; how N rem 
have ſpent your Time; what Caſe yo 0 8 


Souls are in; what Chriſt hath done f. 
you; and what he is or would be to you 
whether you are ſanQified and forgiven 
what God's Spirit muſt do for you, an 
what you muſt be and do if you will} 
ſaved ; and if it be otherwiſe, whither 
is that you mult go. 
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III. 
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II. Therefore I next adviſe you, andi 
treat you, that you live not as at a gte 
Diſtance from Eternity, nor fooliſhly fl 
ter your {elves with the deceitful Promil 
of long Life : And were it ſure to be 


Hundred Yeats, remember how quick 2 
and certainly they will end. O! Tin, co... 


is nothing, therefore think of nothing! 
this World as ſeparated from the Wol 
to coma. Whatever you are doing, 
aying, or thinking, the Boat is haſtin 
to the Gulf; you are poſting to Dei conf 
and Judgment: Which Way ever you D. 
by Wealth or Poverty, Health or Sich 
neſs, Buſie or Idle, Single or Marti 
you are going ſtill to the opera 
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Ives lc 7 1 
Mternity. Judge then of every Thing as 
10 A — to that End: And think * 
e mahing as not related as a Means to the 
3 ear and Everlaſting End: O chuſe and 
_ 1 o that which Rea ſon and Conſcience tel - 


th you that you will at laſt earneſtly 
iſh that you had choſen and done; when 
Qu are tempted to be prayerleſs, and a- 


lone 
to you 
given 
du; an 
will! 
hither 


leaſure, ask your ſelves ſeriouſly how 
ill this look in the final Review 2 What 
hall I think of this at Laſt? Will it be 


Comfort, or my Torment? O judge as 


ſe to Good, or to run to Luſt, or ſinful 


, andi ou will judge at laſt. 
t a gre 3 ; 
Chly fl III. My Third Counſel is, If your 


ly finned againſt God and your Salva- 


jon, make not light of it, but preſent- 
uick 8 

r y and openly go to your Parents or 
* * "Whaſters, and penitently confeſs your ſin- 
thing 


Walt your Reputation, you are not bound 
ure Diredion of your doubtful and trou- 
Pied Conſciences require it: But when 

our vicious, fle(hly, Life is known, excuſe 


D * 3 . 


4 not; hide not the Evil by Lies or Exte- 
4 | nuation 95 


nſciences tell you that you have fool - 


— 


Life in general, and your known or 
pen Sins particularly: But ſuch Secret 
irs which wronged not them, and will 


o confeſs 'openly, unleſs the Eaſe or Fu- 
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the unſpeakable Hurt of your own Souls: 
Lament your Sin, and ask them Forgive. 
neſs, and entreat their Prayers and their 
careful Government cf you for rhe Time 
to come, and fircerely promiſe them Re. 
formation and Obedience. 


Yea, if you have had familiar Compa- union 
nions in your Sin, go to them, and tell pt. 
them, [God and Reaſon bath convinceiſſſo pre 
me of my ſinful Folly, that for brutiſh, ſs Go 
fleſhly, Pleaſure, have wilfully broken ibe ure: 

tor of my Creator and Redeemer, andufvcr 3 
ſor nothing undone and loft my Soul, iu, u. 

 Chrift do not recover me by ſound Repen Nod. 
rance. Ofhow madly haue we deſpiſed our ¶ io 
Salvation! How eafily might we baue ben C 
known, bad we but ſearchd and conſider df) C 
the Word of God, that we were di ſplea. ¶ Hleaue. 
fing God, undoing ourſelves, and makingſ"' wo 


Work for future Sorrows ? Should I, when#"dece 
I Encw this, and when I An to that I an bat I | 
| going 


WE. 

our Wein? to Death and Fudgment, yet obſti- 
92 nk go on, and be a barden'd Rebel 
Time Neainſt Chriſt and Grace? What can I ex- 


loney Nel but to be — of God, and loſt 
v and Mor ever? O therefore as we baue ſinned 


yon (gerber, let us repent together! Tow 


ry of ve been a Snare 10 me, and I to you: 


nd toe bave been Agents of the Devil to draw 


Souls: Nach other to Sin and Miſery : Certainly 
rgive- “ ibis muſt ſooner or later be refented 
| their O let us join together in Sorrow, and 
Time e for mat ion, and à Holy, Obedient, Life, 
m Re. you will not conſent I bere declare to 
wu before God, (for I know that be ſeeth 
Bind beareth me,) that I will be your Con- 
ompa- union in Sin no more: I beg Pardon for 
nd tellfiempring you : I reſolve by God's Grace 


vineedWo prefer my Salvation and my Obedience 


jo God before a baſe and beaſlly Plea- 
ure : Whatever you ſay againſt it I will 
never more forſake my Salvation to follow 
on, nor cover take you to be wiſer than 
God, nor better Friends to me than my 
Saviour, nor your Words more rrgardable 
than God's Word, nor a Whore, or a Mer- 


ruliſh, 
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deri Cup, or Vanity, to be better than 
75 =. nor 1 and Holineſs to 
nakingllbe worſe thun Hell. If you will not be 
| roben#ndecerved with me I will pray for you; 
t | amour 1 renounce * ſinſul Company, and 
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my Warning will be a Witneſs againſt yn 
ib your Confuſion. 


Stick nor at the Scorn of Fools, not at 
the Shame of ſuch Repentance and Con- 
feſſion: It may Profit others; but hom. 
ever, it is no more than in Hope you owe 
them whom you have wronged and en- 
dangered by Sin; And it will lay ſome 
new Obligation on your ſelves to amend, 
by doing what you have ſo profeſſed: 
And fure Conſcience and Shame mill 
ſomewhat the more hinder you from 
evermore joining with them in the Sin 
which you have ſo bewailed and renoun- 
ced. And think not this too much, for 
there is no Jeſting with God, and with 
Everlaſting Joy or Miſery. 


IV. My next Counſel is, Preſentiy, Un 
arrſtandingly, and Conſiderately, renen 
the Covenant which you made in hab. 
tiſm with God, your Creator, Redeemer, 


and Sandliſier. 


Conſider whether to be a Chriſtian is 
not neceſſary to your Salvation; and then 
conlider what it is to be a Chriſtian; and 
whether it be not a far higher Thing 
than meerly to take that Name upon 
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with the Right Church, and to have the 
bare Words and Picture of Believers: 


and then conſider whether God will be 


not at 
1 Con. 
t hop. 
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ou, and be of chat Party, and to join 


mocked with Shews, and Ceremonies, 
and dead Formalities, and falſe Profeſſi- 
ons; and whether the lifeleſs Carcaſs or 
Image of Chriſtianity will be taken by 
God inſtead of the Life and Power of it, 
and will ever ſave a Soul. Yea, he- 
ther a Falſe, Counterfeir, Chriſtian, Bred 
up under Chriſtian Inſtruœions and Exam- 
ples, do not-make your Guilt far greater, 
and your Caſe more miſerable, than Ame- 
ricans or Indians, that never heard what 
you have heard: And when perhaps you 
have ſpoken againſt Hypocrites yours 
ſelyes, whether there be any mote Noto- 
nous Hy pocrites than ſuch as you, Who 
ſay you are Chriftians, and yet live to 
the Fleſh in the odious Sins which Chriſt 
abhorreth: Think what a dreadful Thing 
it is to profeſs a Religion which condemn- 
eth you; and to ſay over that Cteed 
which you believe not, and thoſe Petiti- 
ons in the Lord's-Prayer which you de- 
fire not, and thoſe Commandments which 
you break, and will condemn- you: To 
rebel againſt God while you ſay you be- 
lieve in him: To deſpiſs Chriſt's G- 
| 5 ERS vernment 
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vernment while you ſay you truſt bim 
for Salvation: To ask for his Grace when 
you would not have it to ſandtifie you, 
and fave you from your Sin: To beg 
Mercy of God, and to rejec this Mercy, 
and to have no Mercy on yourſel ves 
O think what a doleful Caſe it is to ſe 
diſtracted Sinners, ſuch Hypocrites, play. 
ing with ſuch Contradictions, ſo near 
God's Bar, and in his Sight: And to 
make no better uſe of Prayers, and the 
Name of Chriſtians, and the Profeſſion 
of the Truth, than to give the Devil 
more Matter to accuſe you, and Conſci- 
_ ence to torment you, and a Righteouz 
God to ſay to you at laſt, Our of thy own 
Mouth will 1 judge thee, thou wicked Re. 
bel. Didſt thou not confeſs that Jeſus 
was the Chriſt,. and that thou didit be. 
lieve the Goſpel, and the Life to come, 
and yer didſt live in the wilfal Diſobey. 
ing of Chriſt and the Goſpel, and bak 
Contempt of God and thy Salvation? 


And when you have conſider'd the ſad 
- Caſe of Hypocrites, that call themſelves 
Chriſtians to their own Condemnation, 
when they are none ſuch, then think ſe. 
riouſly what the Covenant was which 


was made for you in your Baptiſm, and 


you 
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you have taken on you to'own.'. Think 
what it is devotedly to truſt to God as 
your reconciled Father, and devoredly to 
truſt ro Chriſt as your Saviour, your great 
Teacher, Governour, and Mediator with 
the Father; what it is devotedly to truſt 
the Holy Spirit to illuminate, ſanctifie, 
and quicken, you in a Holy Life, and to 
ſtrengthen and comfort you againſt and 
under all your Trials. Conſider what it 
is to take the Fleſh, the Wor/d, and the 
Devil, as they are againſt this Holy Life 
and Heavenly Hope, for your Enemies, 
and to liſt yourſelves under Chriſt-in a 
vowed War to the Death againſt them. 
Think how you have perfidiouſly broken 
this Covenant, on which all the Hope of 
your Salvation lyeth. And then it you 
dare nor utterly renounce all that Hope, 
preſently and reſolvedly renew this Co- 
venant. Lament your Violation of it to 
God: Do it not only in a Paſſian, but up- 
on ſerious Conſideration, make that Choice 
and Reſolution which you dare ſtand to 
at a dying Hour, and on which you max 
believe that God for Chriſt's Sake will 
accept you, and forgive you. O think 
what a Mercy it is to have a Saviour, 
who afrer all your heinous Sins will 
bring you reconciled as Sons ro God, _— 

the 


CT 
the Merits of his Sacrifice and Righteouſ 
neſs, and by his powerful Intesceſſion, 
and will ſend from Heaven the Spirit of 
God into your Hearts, to renew thok 
Blind, Dead, Carnal, Minds to God's Ho. 
ly Image, and will dwell in you, and 
carry on your Sanftification to the End, 
Thankfully and Joyfully accept this Co- 
venant and Grace, and again give up your 
ſelves to God, your Father, Saviour and 
Sanctifier; but be ſure that you do it 46- 
ſalutely, without deceitful Exceptions and 
Reſerves; and that you do it Reſolvedly, 
and not only in a Frightned Mood; and 
yet that you do it as in the Strength of 
the Grace of Chriſt, not truſting the Stead: 
faſtneſs of your own deceitful, mutable, 
Hearts. And when you can truly. ſay 
that you unfeignedly conſent, and re 
new this Covenant in your Hearts, then 
go the next Opportunity to the Sacra: 
ment of the Lord's Supper, and there pe- 
nitently and faithfully renew it openly in 
the ſolemn Way that Chrift hath ap- 
es you; _ thankfully profeſs your 
Truſt in Chriſt, and receive a ſealed Par- 
don cf,your Sins, and Title to Everlaſting 
Life; and ſeule your Couverſation in the 
Communion of Saints, as you Hope to 
live wich ſuch for eyer. = 
| V. Hence: 
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V. Henceforward ſet yourſelves as tlie 
true Scholars of Chriſt, to learn his Do- 
Arine, and as his true Subjects, to know 
his Laws, and as thoſe that truſt their 
Souls into his Hand, to underſtand, and 
firmly believe, his Promiſes for this Life, 
and that which is to come : And as the 
Blefled Man, P/a/m 1. 2, 3. To delight in 
the Law of the Lord, and meditate in it 
Day and Night. As you were wont to 
ſteal ſome Hours from God and your Ma- 
ſters to go to the Houſe of Sin and. 
Death, ſo now get ſuch Hours as lawful. 
ly you can from your other Employ- 
ments and Diverfions ; bur eſpecially on 
the Lord's-Day , and get alone, and beg 
Mercy and Grace from God, and ſet 
your ſelves to read the Bible, and with it 
read ſome Catechiſms, and ſome ſound 
and ſerious Treatiſes of Divinity, which 
are moſt ſuitable to your State. 


Great Store of all Sorts of good Books 
through the great Mercy of God are com- 
mon among us: He that cannot Buy. may 
Borrow. . | 


But take heed that you loſe not your 
Time in reading Romances, Play - boc ks, 
ES: | Valn. 
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vain Jefts, or feducing or reviling Dil. 
putes, or needleſs Controverſies. 


This Courſe of Reading Scripture: and 
great Advantage. 


1. It will above all other Ways en- 
creaſe your Knowledge. 


2. It will help your Reſolutions and 
Holy Affections, and direct your Lives. 


3. It will make your Lives pleaſant; 
the Knowledge, the Uſefulnefs, the Ve 
riety, will be a continual Recreation to 
you, unleſs you are utterly beſotted or 
debauch'd. 


4. The Pleaſure of this will turn you 
from your Filthy, Fleſhly, Pleaſure. You 
will have no need to go for Delight to 2 
Play-houſe, a Drinking-houſe, or to Beaſt- 
ly Luſts. | 


5. It will keep you from the finful Loſs 


of Time, by Idleneſs, or unprofitable Em- 
ployment or Paſtimes. You will caſt 
away Cards and Dice when you find the 
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But be ſure that you chuſe the moſt 
uſeful and neceſſary Subjects, and that 


you ſeek Knowledge for the Love of Ho- 
lineſs and Obedience. | 


VI. The Sixth Part of my Advice is, 
Forſake ill Company, and converſe with 


ſuch as will be Helps to your Knowledge, 


thlineſs, and Obedience, and not ſuch as 
will draw you 10 Sin and Miſery, 


You have found by fad Experience 
what Power ill Company hath on Fools? 
With fuch a merry Tale, a Laughter, a 
Jeſt, a Scorn, a merry Cup, and a bad 
Example and Perſwaſion, doth more than. 
Reaſon, or God's Authority, or the Eove 
of their Souls. A Phyſician may go a- 
mong the Sick and Mad to Cure them ,- 
anda Wiſe Man that ſeeth theſe will pi- 
ty them, and hate Sin the more. But 
what do you do there where you have 
already catch'd the Infection of their Diſ- 
eaſe? The Mind of a Man is known 
much by the Company which he chu- 
ſeth ; and if you chuſe ill no wonder if 
you ſpeed ill, Prov. 13. 20 He that walk- 
eib with Wiſe Men ſhall be Wiſe, but a 
Companion of Fools ſhall be * 

rov. 
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Prov. 28. 7. Whoſo keepeth the Law is a Want 1 
. iſe Son, but be that is a Companion of OUN 
riotous Men ſhameth his Father, Pialm 
119. 63. David faith, I am a Companion 
of all them that fear thee, and of them that 
keep thy Precepts. 26. 4, 5. I have not 
fate with vain Perſons, neither will I 90 
in with Diſſemblers; I have hated th: Neſoli 
Congregation of Evil-doers, and wil! na Wave, 
fit with the Wicked. 119. 115. Deptt 
from me ye Evil-doers, for I will Keep the 
Commandments of my God, | what 
ore 


VII. Eſpecially be ſure that you un tations 
rot wilfully upon Temptation, but keep aide Pl 
far from every. tempting Bait and Objel 
as you can. Fire and Gunpowder, ot VII 
Straw, muſt be kept at a ſufficient diſtance; Lives 
no Man is long ſafe at the very Brink of Wine N 
Danger, eſpecially if it be his own Choice, Mcd, 
and more eſpecially if it be a Sin that IU crak 
his Nature is much inclin'd to. No WiſWErd, 
Man will truſt corrupted Nature very far, ! A 
eſpecially where he hath often faln alrea- N ent 
dy. The beſt Man that is ſhould live in Le, 
Fear when an enticing Bait of Sin is near 
him. If David that prayed, turn away Th 
mine Eyes from bebolding Vanity, had If He: 
better practiced it, O what heinous Sin I hat 1 
had he eſcaped ! Had he made a Cove- I Worl 
3 | | nant 
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ant with his Eyes, as Fob did, what 
ounds had he prevented! But when 
empting Meat and Drink are before 
ou, and the tempting Perſon hath ſe- 
ret Familiarity with you, and tempt- 
ng or provoking Words are at your Ears, 
hen alas many have need of more Grace, 


Reſolution, and Mortification, than they 


If you knew well what Sin is, and 
what is the Conſequence, you would be 

ore watchful and reſolved againſt Temp- 
rations than againſt Thieves, or Fire, or 
the Places infected by the Plague. 


VIII. Make it the chief Study of your. 
Lives to underſtand what Man's Everlaſt= 
ing Hope is, and to get a lively, well-ſet- 
tled, Belief of it; and to bring your Souls 
to take it joyfully for your true Felicity. and 
End, and thence daily to fetch the power- 
ul Motives of your Duty, and your Pa- 
tence, and your contending Comfort in 


Life, and at your Death, 


The End is the Life of all the Means. 
t Heavenly Bleſſedneſs be not the chief End 
that you live, hope, and labour for, in the 
World, your whole Lives will be but 

„ | Carnal, 
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Carnal, Vain, and the Way to Miſery? Fahath a 

the Means can be no better than the End. Ing or 
God that is the Beginning is our Exd; e not v 
we are made and govern'd by him, and Niciſed 
for him. Heavenly Glory is the Sight of Plory, 
his Glory, and the Everlaſting Perfection Cauſe ( 
and Pleaſure of Joyful, Mutual, Love. . = 
| he He 
But we are not the Nobleſt Creatures, Ne evic 
next to God in Excellency and Deſert; yea, Wyhich 1 
we are Sinners, who have deſerved to be Mf the S 
caſt from his Love. And therefore as in Wnore | 
the Way we muſt come to him by a Savi- Mlhe Us 
our, fo at the Bleſſed End we muſt enjoy Neaſon. 
him by a Mediator. And to ſee Gods elief 
Glory in Chrift, and the Heavenly Jeru-MWnuſt m 
alem, the Bleſſed Society of Saints and Nome 1 

Angels, ccntinually flaming in Love, Joy, 

and Praiſes, to the moſt Holy God; this, And 
this is the Felicity for which we labour, our ſe 
ſuffer, and hope. well 
lory. 
be a 


that y. 
a3 for 


2. And O how great and how need- 
ful a Work it is to ſearch, ſtudy," and 
pray, for ſo firm a Belief of this unſeen 
Glory, as may ſo reſolve, engage, and ſcan n 
comfort, us in ſome good Meaſure, as if Nerſe 
we had ſeen it with theſe Eyes? O what Nor d. 
Men would one Hour's being in Heaven ſand et! 
make us? Or one clear Sight of it? . on, 
hat 
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r Fot hath a greater Work to do than a Dream- 
e End. rg or Dead Opinion can perform. If it 
End; Ie not well grounded firſt, and well ex- 
„ and Nrciſed upon God's Love, Promiſe, and 
ght of Plory, from Day to Day, you will find 
zuſe (ſadly) to lament the Weakneſs of 
t For this Uſe you have great Need of 
he Help of ſuch Books as open clearly 
he evident Proofs of the Chriſtian Verity, 
hich I have briefly done in the Beginning 
be y the Second Part of my Life of Faith, and 


e as in nore largely in Two other Books, vis. 
Sui · Nrbe Unreaſonableneſs of Infidelity, and the 

enjoy Meaſons of the Chriſtian Religon. A firm 
God's Weclicf of the World to come is it that 
Jeru. Nnuſt make us Serious Chriſtians, and over- 


is and Wome the Snares of Worldly Vanity. 


3 this, And your Faith being well ſettled, ſet 
about, ourſelves daily to w/e it, and live by it, 

Iwell in the joy ful Hopes of the Heavenly 

lory. What is a Man that liveth not in 
need- the Uſe of Re:/ſon? And you muſt know 
„and Itbat you have as daily Uſe for your Faith, 
unſeen as for your Reaſon, Without Reaſon. you 
can neither ſafely eat or drink, nor con- 
terſe with Man as a Man, but as Bedlam, 
tor do any Buſineſs that concerneth you 
ind therefore you muſt live by your Rze- 
on, And without Faith you cannot 


pleaſe 
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pleaſe God, nor obtain Salvation, no, not 
uſe your Reaſon for any Thing higher than 
to ſerve your Appetites, and purvey for 
the Fleſh; and therefore you muſt Jive by 
Faith, or live like Beafts, and worſe than 
Beaſts, and cannot otherwiſe live to 
God, nor live in the Hopes of Bleſſedneh 
hereafter. O! Conſider that the Dif- 
ference between living chiefly upon and 
for an Earthly or Fleſhly Felicity, or a 
Heavenly, is the great Difference between 
the Hoiy, and the Unholy, and the Fore- 
goer of the Difference between thoſe in 
Heaven, and thoſe in Hell, 


IX, Still remember that the great 
Means of all the Good that here or here. 
after you can expect, is the Great Media. 
tor, the Great Teacher, Ruler, and Inter. 
ceſſor, for his People; and therefore out 
of him you can do nothing. All Duty 
that you offer to God muſt be by his Me- 
diation, and ſo muſt all Mercy which ycu 
receive from God. To come to God by 
him, who is the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life, muſt be your daily Work of 
Faith. His Blood muſt waſh ycu from all 
Sin paft, and from the Guilt of daily 
Failings and Infirmities. 


| None but he 
can effectually Teach you to know an 
RY : 
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and your ſelves, your Duty, and yeur 
Everlaſting Hopes. None but he can ren- 


der your Perſons, Praifes and Actions, ac- 
ceptable to God, becauſe you are Sinners, 
and unmeet for God's Acceptance without 
Mediator. All Power in Heaven and 
Farth is given him, and your Lives and 
Souls are at his Will; and it is he that 
muſt judge you, and with whom you 
hope to live in Glory. Therefore you muſt 
ſolive by the Faith of the Son of God, 
who hath loved you, and gave himſelt 
for you, that you may ſay it is he that liv- 
eth in you, Gal. 2. 20, 21. This is the 
Fountain from whence you muſt daily 
fetch your Strength and Comfort. 


X. And ſtill remember that it is by the 
Operation of the Holy Spirit that the Fa- 
ther and the Son do Sanctifie Souls, and 
Regenerate and Breed them up for Glory. 
It is by the Holy Ghoſt that Ged dwel- 
leth in us by Love, and Chriſt by Faith. 
Therefore ſee that you reſt not in corrup- 
ted Nature, and truſt not to your Sel ve 
or to the Fleſh, Your Souls are Dead 
God and Holineſs, and your Duties Dead, 
till the Spirit of Chriſt do Quicken them, 
You are Blind to God and Man in Sin, 
till the Spirit Illuminate you, and give 

you 
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vou Underſtanding. You are like EneWwhich 
mies, out of Love with God, Heaven, andWſend hi: 
Holineſs, till this Spirit reconcile you, andthan th 
ſanctifie your Wills. You will have nine ir 
Manlike Spiritual Holy Pleaſure till dis Age 
Holy Spirit renew your Hearts, and makers and 
them fit to delight in God. O that Men Work. 
knew the great Neceſſity of the illumim Im his 
ting, quickning, ſanctify ing, comfortingſWnd Fle 
Influence of the Spirit of God, how faMhis is 
would they be from deriding ir, as ſome up i 
prophane ones do? By this Holy Spiriflhe Ma 
the Sacred Records were written, and HRegene 
Miracles of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, aniWmaee, 
Evangeliſts and Prophets, ſealed and deine Li 
livered to the Churches. And by thisSpiitueror 
tit the Orders and Government of thaſrengt] 
Church were ſettled. And by him we ard the 
. enlighten'd to. underſtand the Scriptur hid, ar 
and enclin'd to love them, and delightWrirs, | 
fully believe them, and obey them. StuWny eat 
dy therefore obediently theſe Writings ofarefull 
the Holy Ghoſt, and confidently truſſſpod in 
them. Be not found among the ReWent ar 
ſiſters or NegleQeers of the Spirit's Help 
and Motions, when proud Self confidenc 
vr fleſhly Lults do riſe agalnſt them. 


Chriſt's Bodily Preſence is taken from 
the Earth, he promiſed inſtead of it 
rs (which 


4, W 
 EneM/which was but in one Place at once) to 
n, andMWſend his Spirit, which is to the Soul more 


u, andifſthan the Sun-light to the Eye, and can 
ve nlfhine in all the World at once. This is 
ill thefihis Agent on Earth, by whom (in Teach- 
| make 


as and Learners) he carrieth on his Saving 
ork. This Is his Advocate who plead- 
1h his Cauſe effectually againſt Unbelief, 
nd Fleſhly Luſts, and Worldly Wiſdom. 
This is the Well of Living Water, ſpring- 
rg up in us ro Everlaſting Life; the Name, 
he Mark of God on Souls, the Divine 
kepencrator, the Author of God's Holy 
mage, and the Divine Nature, even Di- 
ine Life, and Light, and Love, the Con- 
weror of the World and Fleſh, the 
nengthener of the Weak, the Confirmer 
f the Wavering, the Comforter of the 
1d, and the Pledge, Earneſt and Firſt- 
elightWrits, of Everlafting Lite, O therefore 
1. Study earneſtly for the Spirit of Grace, and 
ings offarcfully obey him, and 1 praiſe 
y trulſſpod in the Senſe of his Holy Encourage- 
the ReFWent and Help. 0 | 
*'s Help 
fidenc 
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